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This work presents an attempt for the characterization of the

dinitrogen-binding transition metal centres and a proposal for

the way the activation of N2 depends on their properties.

Although a few recent rivews are known 11-4J on dinitrogen com-

plexes, the concept of the present work develops under a new

perspective which relates properties and types of behaviour pre-

viously described individually in more detail.

Following a brief introduction on the current importance of the

nitrogen fixation, the composition and structure of the transition

metal centres which bind N2 are presented, as well as their elec-

tronic properties (electron richness, a acceptance and a back-

-bonding capacities, and polarisability) which play a fundamen-

tal role in the coordination of dinitrogen. The dependence of

these properties on the periodic group of the central metal and on

the effect of co-ligands is discussed.

The chemical behaviour of these centres (which is dependent

mainly on electronic and structural factors such as the unsatura-

ted character derived from the lability of the dinitrogen ligand) is

then described, followed by the types of activation of N2 upon

coordination in poli- or mono-nuclear complexes. It is then

analysed the dependence of this activation on the periodic group

of the transition metal and on the presence of ions of the less

electronegative non-transition metals.

The application of isocyanides as potential models for the coor-

dination and reactivity of dinitrogen is also proposed, and struc-

tural models for the enzimatic nitrogen fixation centre are

presented.
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PROPERTIES OF TRANSITION METAL CENTRES IN NITROGEN FIXATION

1 — INTRODUCTION

Definition and interest

The current interest on the reactivity of dinitrogen,
the most abundant gas of the earth atmosphere (for-
merly considered as an inert species) is justified
mainly by the importance of the applications of its
fundamental derivative, ammonia.
The reductive transformation of dinitrogen into
ammonia is known as "nitrogen fixation",
although in a broad sense all the types of studies
which somehow may contribute to a better unders-
tanding of this process may be included under this
topic.
Within the biological field, ammonia constitutes the
basis of biosynthetical inclusion (assimilation) of
the nitrogen element in organic molecules which
form fundamental celular components with pro-
teins or nucleic acids.
The direct assimilation of N2 from the air is not pos-
sible by upper organisms and plants get nitrogen
from the soil usually after the formation of ammo-
nia, whereas that element becomes available to ani-
mals (namely to Man) through the feed (plants or
other animals).
The abovementioned reduction, in a catalytic way,
may be performed biologically by the enzyme nitro-
genase under ambient conditions, or in industry
under drastic conditions. Moreover, the nitrogen
fixation constitutes usually the limiting factor of the
biological productivity; only in regions of high
nitrogen concentration (due to decomposition pro-
cesses or to the exaggerated application of nitrogen
fertilizers) other nutrients, such as potassium, phos-
phorus or sulphur, become the limiting factors.
Within the industrial field, ammonia constitutes the
starting material for the production of most of the
nitrogen compounds: nitric acid, nitrogen fertili-
zers, acrylonitrile, amines and explosives.

Historical background

Although since a few thousand years Man discove-
red that the yield of the crops could be increased by
the addition of legumes to the soil, only by the end
of last century this problem started to be enlighte-
ned when, in 1887, Hellriegel and Wilfarth proved
the nitrogen fixation capacity of nodulated legu-
mes. In the following year, the first nodule bacte-
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rium was isolated by Beijerinck and, in 1893, Wino-

gradsky isolates the first soil bacterium which can
fix nitrogen (it was later called Clostridium pasteu-

rianum).

Meanwhile, by the end of last century and begin-
ning of the current one, there occured an increasing
demand on nitrogen fertilizers (due to feed require-
ments) and on nitric acid (mainly after the invention
of dinamite by Alfred Nobel in 1866). Nitrates from
Chile were then the main natural resource for the
starting materials, but they were insufficient for the
requirements of an increasing consumption.
Dinitrogen, with a huge natural stock in the atmos-
phere, appeared as a potential alternative candi-
date, but the known industrial processes (oxidation
to NO and reduction to calcium cyanamide), with
high energy requirements, deserved only a weak
popularity.

The problem appears to be solved in 1908 through
the development of a distinct route: taking advanta-
ge of the use of high pressures and in the presence of
a metal catalyst, Haber promotes. the synthesis reac-
tion of ammonia from dinitrogen and dihydrogen
which becomes commercially profitable.

However, the industrial synthesis of ammonia
requires a high energy consumption, not only by the
synthesis reaction (which requires high pressures
and temperatures) but also in the production of
dihydrogen (which consumes reserves of fossil
energy such as petroleum derivatives, natural gas or
coal). It was estimated [5] that the production of ni-
trogen fertilizers corresponds roughly to 1 — 1.6%
of the world consumption of fossil energy.
Hence, the nitrogen fixation appears as a funda-
mental chemical reaction to satisfy the increasing
feed demands (due to the demographic expansion),
but requiring a high and increasing energy con-
sumption which is not compatible with the decrease
of the fossil energy stocks. The required nitrogen
supply to the biosphere has then to be balanced with
the energy cost.
Excluding, for this problem, a drastic solution of
control or reduction of the population, a few inter-
disciplinary proposals may be presented:
— Increasing the efficiency of the Haber synthesis
with a decrease in the energy cost;
— Production of a new type of catalyst, model of
the enzymatic activity, which may operate (prefe-
rably in the soil) in ambient conditions without
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requiring fossil energy resources (water and sun ligh
may behave as the hydrogen and energy sources,
respectively);
— Promotion of the biological fixation namely
through a wider distribution of nitrogen fixation
bacteria and the extension, by genetic manipula-
tion, of the fixing capacity to plants, such as
cereals, with a high agricultural interest.
The first two routes, chemically in nature, require a
better understanding of the metal centres which
may activate dinitrogen, as shown below.
Although in 1930 it was shown by BORTELS [6] the
essential role of molybdenum in the enzymatic fixa-
tion (e.g., A. vinelandii does not fix nitrogen in a
medium without Mo and the growing is stimulated
by the presence of this element), the explanation
based on the recognition of the presence of Mo in a
protein of the enzyme was based [7] only in 1966
when the two components of nitrogenase were sepa-

rated and one of them was shown to present this ele-
ment.
Meanwhile, in 1964, the reduction of N2 in solution
by a transition metal system is reported by VOL'PIN

[8] an the occurrence of a stable metal-dinitrogen
bond is demonstrated (ALLEN and SENOFF [9]) in
1965 through the preparation of the first transition
metal dinitrogen complex. It is, in this way, eviden-
ced the possibility of occurrence of a similar metal-
-dinitrogen interaction in the natural system and in
the industrial synthesis, i.e., the probable involve-
ment of dinitrogen complexes as intermediates in
the production of ammonia.

2 — STRUCTURAL AND ELECTRONIC
PROPERTIES

The knowledge of the properties of a dinitrogen-
-binding metal centre is hampered by the common
difficulty of isolation. It is usually present in the

Table 1

Common metal oxidation state and an electronic configuration, geometry, charge and examples of co-ligands in transition metal

dinitrogen complexes

d" Geometry Charge Co-ligands

IVB
Ti"

11 d2 >	 N 2	 -	 NZ O 115 —05R5 R —

VB
NO" )

Ta ul(v) d2(°) '' 	 N2
N2
'' O CHR(2 —),R—, X —

VIB M° d6

[.( 2

O PR3016 — C6R6,CO,PhS(CH2)2SPh

VIIB M' d6 0
PR3 ,P(OR)3
Cl—, S 2 PR2 ,S 2 CNRZ , H —

CO,r(5 —0 5 H 5^	 NZ

VIII

Fe"
Ru H

Os"

d6
+1

+ 2

PR 3

H — ,CI — ,R - 01 5 —05H5 SR —

NH3,H20
thf, porphinato

Co'
Rh'
Irl

d8

N 2

	',  —7' N2 0 PR3H—,CI—

Ni °

Co — '

d lo  N 2 O

PR 3

Electropositive metal (polynuclear structures)

NZ

^`^^

—1
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PROPERTIES OF TRANSITION METAL CENTRES IN NITROGEN FIXATION

composition of coordinatively saturated complexes,
and its properties are deduced from their expression
in these complexes where the influence of other
ligand(s) is present.

2.1. COMPOSITION

2.1.1. METAL AND LIGANDS

Fully characterized dinitrogen complexes prepared
by conventional techniques are already known for
the majority of transition metals as shown below:

IVB VB VIB VIIB VIII

Ti Cr	 Mn Fe Co Ni
Zr Nb Mo	 Tc Ru Rh Pd

Ta W	 Re Os Ir Pt

Moreover, some of the gaps may be filled if one
considers species prepared by low temperature ma-
trix isolation techniques — e.g., V(N 2 ) 6 [10],
M(N 2 ) n (O 2 ) (M = Pd, Pt; n = 1,2) [11] and

Cun(N2)m [12].
Usually the dinitrogen complexes obey the
18-electron rule (except in the extreme groups), they
are diamagnetic and neutral (with exceptions for
those of the iron sub-group which are often catio-
nic). They present the metal in a low oxidation state
and co-ligands which are considerable electron
donors and commonly weak it acceptors, namely
tertiary phosphines and halides, or ammonia and
amines in the case of Ru and Os (Table 1). The last
two general features (low metal oxidation states and
the presence of electron donor co-ligands) evidence
an important property of the dinitrogen-binding
transition metal centres: their high (or, at least, con-
siderable) electron richness; this point will be trea-
ted below in more detail.
Examples of ligating atoms of co-ligands are known
for any of the IVA to VIIA groups, the most com-
mon being underlined in Table 2.
Sulphur ligands are very rare although in the enzy-
matic system sulphur is an element which is present
in the vicinity of molybdenum. The only well cha-
racterized examples are the Re(I) complexes
mer-[Re (S-S) (N2 ) (PMe 2 Ph) 3 ] (S-S - = S 2 PPh2,
S2 CNR 2-, S2 (OEt -) [13] and derived mixed dinitro-
gen-isocyanide species such as mer- I Re(nl -S 2 PPh 2 )
(N2 ) (CNMe) x(PMe 2 Ph) 4_ X 1(x=1 or 2) [14], the
Os(II) complex mer-[OsCI(SC 6 F5 ) (N2 ) (PMe 2 Ph) 3 ]
[15] and the less well defined 1,2-bis(phenyl-
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thio)ethane complex of Mo(0) trans-[Mo(N 2 ) 2

(PMe 2 Ph) 2 (S-S)] (S-S = PhSCH 2 CH 2 SPh) [16].
However, no reaction involving the N2 ligand (apart
from possible displacement) has yet been reported.
Lighter metals (Fe, Co, Ni) appear to present a hig-
her tendency to bind hydride relative to the heavier
ones (Re, Os, Ir) which ligate preferentially halides
as co-ligands in N2 complexes.
A few other general observations are presented
below, but the best choice of co-ligands, in N2 com-
plexes, is still guided by experience, their stabiiity
being strongly dependent on the composition. Hen-
ce, e.g., although [IrCI(N 2 )(PPh 3 ) 2 ] is a known sta-
ble species, the analogues with PMe 2 Ph or
P(C 6 H 4 CH 3 -4) 3 are not enough stable to be isola-
ted without decomposition.

2.1.2. GEOMETRY

The geometry of the dinitrogen complexes appears
to be determined by the d" electronic state of the
metal (see Table 1) which, for d 6 -d 10 species (VIB —
VIII groups), may be rationalised by extended Hüc-
kel theoretical calculations [ 17] based on the follo-
wing assumptions: the N2 bonding results mainly
from the ir-backbonding component; the molecular
orbitals of the N-N 2 bond derived from overlap of
the metal d orbitals with the dinitrogen lire orbitals
are fully occupied.
The former proposal may, however, fail in comple-
xes of the group VIII (where the a component may

Table 2

Ligand bonding alums in dinitrogen complexes

Bonding
atom

Group
Ligand

IVC C TÌ S— CSHS , 11 6
— C6H 6

CO,CNR
CHR(2—),R —

VA N
P

As

NH3, H 2 N(CH 2 ) 2 NH 2 , edta
PR3 (and chelating diphosphines), P(OR) 3

AsR 3

VIA O
S

H 2 0,thf, edta
S 2 PPhZ , S2 CNR Z ,SR — ,PhS(CH 2 )2 SPh

VIIA X Halide(CI — )

IA H Hydride
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have a fundamental role, as shown below), whereas
the latter assumption may not be followed by the
group IVB metals since the expected strong it inte-
raction with N2 (see below) may result in a conside-
rable stabilization of the M-N 2 bond even for an
incomplete fulfilment of the ir(M-N 2 ) orbitals.
Group IVB d 2 metal complexes present either a tri-
gonal — e.g., [[( 775-C5Me5)2Tii2(µ-N2)] [18] — or a
tetrahedral geometry — e.g., [((,7 5-C5 H 5 )2 Zr(N 2 )

(µ-N2)] [19].
However, group VB d 2 (or d°, depending on the for-
mal charge on the ligand N2, as shown below) metal
compounds display a trigonal bipyramid structure
— e.g. , [(Ta(CH 2 CMe 3 )(CHCMe 3 )(PPh 3 )1 2 (µ-N2 )]
[20] where the axial positions are occupied by the
two phosphines — or an octahedral-type geometry
as in [(TaC1 3 (Pbz 3 ) (thf)1 2 (j-N2)] (bz=CH 2 C 6 H 5 )
[21] where thf is in trans position relative to the
bridging N2 ligand.
Dinitrogen complexes of groups VIB and VIIB and
of the iron sub-group usually present, a metal d 6

centre (which corresponds to metal oxidation states
of 0, + 1 and + 2, respectively) with either an octa-
hedral-type geometry — such as [M(N2)2L4]

(M = Mo, W; L = tertiary monophosphine or 1
2

diphosphine [22], trans-[ReCI(N 2 )L 4 ] [23],
trans-[FeH(N 2 )(tetraphos)] Br (tetraphos=
= Ph 2 PC 2 H4 P(Ph)C2 H4 P(Ph)C2 H4PPh2 ] [24] and
[Ru(NH 3 ) 5 (N2 )] C1 2 [25] — or, if a cyclic arene
ligand is bound, a trigonal pyramid geometry is
observed where this ligand coordinates the apical
position — e.g., [(Mo(n 6 -C 6 H 3 Me 3 ) (dmpe)1 2

(7.c-N 2)] [26] (where dmpe = Me 2 PC2 H4 PMe 2 ) and
[(Mn(775- RC5H4)(CO)212 (µ -N2)] [27].
Group VIB metal complexes with an electronic state
different from d 6 (metal oxidation state other than
zero) are also known and they may present a dis-
tinct geometry: [WH(N 2 ) 2 (dppe) 2 ]' (where

dppe = Ph 2 PC2 H4 PPh 2 ) which is pentagonal bipy-
ramid [28] (coordination number seven) with metal

d4 and [(C1 4 Mo1 2 (t-N 2 )] [29] with a d 2 metal and

coordination number five.
Metal d 8 complexes of the Co sub-group display
either a trigonal bipyramid geometry — e.g.,
[CoH(N 2 )(PPh 3 ) 3 ] [30] — or a square planar arran-
gement such as in [RhH(N 2 )(PPhBu 2 ) 2 ] [31] (in

both cases, the hydride ligand is trans to N 2 ).

Metal d 10 complexes of group VIII present either
a trigonal planar geometry — [{(PCy 3 ) 2 Ni] 2

04,172 —N 2 )] [32] and [{Ph(NaOEt 2 ) 2 1Ph 2 Ni 12
(µg72 —N2 )NaLi6 (OEt) 4 OEt2 ] 2 ] [33] — or a trigonal
pyramid structure as in the hexameric cluster
K[Co(N 2 )(PMe 3 ) 3 ] [34] and in
[[Co(PMe 3 ) 3 (N2 )1 2 Mg(thf) 4 ] [35].
Polyhydridic complexes deviate from the above-
mentioned geometric patterns, as observed, e.g.,
for the double metal-metal bonded dinuclear com-
pound [{RuH2(PPh 3 ) 2 J(µ-H) 4 {Ru(N 2 )
(PPh 3 )2 J] [36].

2.2. DINITROGEN BONDING

2.2.1. BONDING MODES

A wide versatility of coordination to a transition
metal is known for the dinitrogen ligand, and the
modes shown in fig. 1 have already been clearly evi-
denced.
The terminal mode of coordination is the most com-
mon, either in mononuclear or in dinuclear comple-
xes; in the latter, N2 behaves as a di-hapto (p2 )

ligand.

M—N = N

(a)

M— N=N — M

(c)	 (d)

M

M...N
N

M

(e)

Fig. 1
Modes of dinitrogen bonding to transition metals.

(a) p t -terminal. (b) p2 -lateral. (e) µ1,771 -bridging terminal.

(d) µ2,p2 -bridging lateral. (e) µ3,n2 -bridging terminal-lateral

Only scant examples are known for the lateral (side-
-on) coordination and they may involve polinuclear
species with high complexity.
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The simplest known compound with a side-on N2 li-
gand is Co(ri2 -N2 ), prepared by co-condensation
reaction of atomic cobalt with dilute nitrogen-argon
matrices at 10K, the type of N2 bonding being evi-
denced by i.r. studies with 28 N2 , 29 N2 and 30N2 (only
one stretching band is observed for the 29 N 2 isoto-
pic ligand) [37].
ESR electron-nuclear spin coupling studies on
[Zr(ri5-C5H5)2(N2)(CH (SiMe3)2)] with 28N 2 and
30N2 and the absence, in the i.r. spectrum, of any
band assigned to v(N = N), suggest a sideways-
-bound (type b) dinitrogen, although a fast zirconyl
oscillation between the two nitrogen atoms of a cor-
responding end-on bonded N2 complex cannot be
ruled out [38].
Type (d) bonding is present, e.g., in the following
complexes of Ni(A): [1(LiPh) 3 NiJ 2(µ,

ri 2 -N2 )(OEt2 )2 ] [39], prepared by reaction of
[Ni(CDT)] (where CDT = cyclododecatetraene) with
LiPh in Et 2 0, and [(Ph(Na0Et2 ) 2 IPh 2 NiJ 2 (µ,ri 2-

-N 2 )NaLi6 (OEt)4 OEt2 ) 2 ] [33] which is formed when
the reaction occurs also in the presence of NaPh; a
partial view of the latter is depicted in fig. 2, the N2

ligand lying in the intersection of two distorted tri-
gonal planar [Ph 2 Ni(12 -N2 )) units with each Ni
atom above (by 0.05 A) the plane approaching the

Li	 Li  

d(N = N)= 1.359(18)X

Fig. 2
Partical view of the internal skeleton of complex

i1 Ph(Na0Et2)2 1Ph2Ni J2 (µ,n2 -N2)NaLi6 (OE1)4 0Et2121

other transition metal atom. Each Ni atom and the
N2 ligand also interact with a few ions of electropo-
sitive non-transition metals (lithium and sodium)
through multicentered electron-deficient bondings;
the negative charge at the N2 ligand is stabilized by
its interaction with these metal atoms. Such a stabi-
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lization with a promoting effect on the metal to
dinitrogen back-bonding is also observed in other
complexes where N2 bridges a transition and non-
-transition metals such as K' in the hexameric K`
[Co(N 2 )(PMe 3 ) 3 ] - complex [34] and Mgt . in
[(Co(PMe 3 ) 3 (N2 )1 2 Mg(thf)4 ] [35].
The effect of the cation of the electropositive
species on the activation of dinitrogen will be consi-
dered later on.
Dinitrogen bridges three transition metal atoms
(mode e of fig. 1) in [(43 -N 2 )(01 5 :n 5 -

-C5H5)2Ti2I(0 1 : 71 5-C5H4)08-C5H5)3Ti2 J] [(115-
-C5H5)2Ti(C6H1403)] • C6H14O3 which is prepared
by reaction of [µ-01:175 -C5H4)1(175 -05 H5)3 Ti2] with
N2 in DME/diglyme; it is composed of two complex
units (one with N2 and the other without this spe-
cies and presenting a molecule of diglyme,
H30002H40C2H4OCH3, bonded through two
oxygen atoms) and diglyme of crystallization [40]; it
is unknown if the two complex units are distinct
molecules co-crystallized in the unit cell or if the
compound is a complex ionic salt. The complex unit
with N2 and a fulvalene (ri 5 :ri 5 -C 10 H 8 ) and cyclo-
pentadienyl (r7 5 -0 5 H5 and ril:ri 5 -0 5 H4 ) co-ligands is
depicted in fig. 3.
Dinitrogen may also bridge three atoms in a termi-
nal mode, but they are not all transition metals:
[[WC1(PMe2 Ph)3 Py(µ3 -N2)(A1C12)12 ], formed in

N 	1. 30(1)A

as.Ti Ti
^	 I

Fig. 3
Complex unit with a bridging terminal-lateral dinitrogen ligand,

[(IA3 - N2)1( 17 5 n 5- CtoHB)(n s- 05H5)2Ti211(n': n 5- 05H4)

(n5-C5H513 Ti211 (see text fot the complete formulation of the
complex)

35
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the reaction of cis-[W(N 2 ) 2 (PMe 2 Ph) 4 ] with
A1C1 3 /P y in C 6 H 6 i and presenting two AIC1 2 brid-
ges between the N2 ligands [41]:

C1	 Cl

	

\ /	 Al
C1—W^ N=N	 N= N =W—Cl

	

\	 ^Al^	 /
/ \

Cl	 Cl

2.2.2. BONDING PARAMETERS

A slight increase of the N-N bond length (relative to
the value in the free ligand) [42] usually occurs upon
ligation of dinitrogen to a mononuclear metal cen-
tre (Table 3), as observed, e.g., in complex
mer-[Re(nt-S 2 PPh 2 )(N 2 ) (CNMe)(PMe 2 Ph) 3 ] [44].
However, in some mulfinuclear complexes, a strong
lengthening may result leading to a N-N distance
which lies in the expected range intermediate bet-
ween the values for a double (1.23 A) [46] and a sin-
gle (1.46 A) [48] bond. This behaviour is observed,
e.g., in the abovementioned Ti complex [40] with a
triple N2 bridge (see fig. 3) where d(N-N) = 1.30(1)
A, and in the dinuclear Ni species [33] with a brid-
ging edge-on (side-on) N2 (fig. 2) [d(N-N) =

=1.359(18)Á]. A long N-N distance [1.30(1) Al
also occurs in the known group VB dinuclear N2

complexes, e.g., [[Ta(CH 2 Bu t) (CHBu t) (PPh3)2) 2
(g-N2 )] which displays a short metal-nitrogen bond
corresponding to a considerable double bond cha-
racter [20].
In these complexes with a long N-N distance, the
v(NN) stretching vibration, when it is observed,
occurs at values which are also intermediate bet-
ween the expected ones for a N-N double and single
bond (Table 3). Moreover, at least a considerable
lowering of v(NN) upon N2 coordination is always
observed in agreement with a substantial participa-
tion of the metal to ir* dinitrogen backbonding as
shown below.

2.2.3. BONDING ORBITALS

The terminal mode of bonding of N2 to a metal cen-
tre may be described as for CO by the Chatt-Dewar-
-Duncansson model; it is the result of a N 2 to metal
a electron donor component with concomitant ir
backbonding from a filled metal t 2g orbital to a 7rg

N2 antibonding orbital (fig. 4).

Table 3

Bonding parameters and i.r. (or Raman) e (NN) data for dinitrogen ligand

Compound
d(N -N)

A
d(M-N)

A
e (NN)

_Icm Ref.

N = N(free) 1.0976(1) 2331a) [42,431b)

[Re(r1 1 —S2 PPh2 )(N2 )(CNMe)(PMe2 Ph)3 ] 1.13(1) 1.83(1) 1980 [44]

[101 5-0 5Me 5 ) 2 Ti[ 2 (u-N 2 )] 1.16(1)`) 2.017(10)0 [45]

Ph—N=N—Ph 1.23 1441a) [46,47]b)

I(N3- N2)[(rI 5 :T1 5-CIOH8)(i1 5-05H5)2Tt2)	 {(T11:n5-05H4)(rl5-05HS)3Ti2)].

[01 5-0 5 H 5 ) 2Ti(C6H 140 3 )] . C 6H 140 3

1.30(1) 1.91(1) t

2.14(1)1

1282 [40]

l{Ta(CH 2Bu`)(CHBu t )(PPh 3 )2 1 2(g-N 2)] 1.30(1) 1.837(8)

1.842(8)

[20]

[{ Ph(Na0Et 2 ) 2 {Ph 2Ni[2(N-N 2)NaLi 6(oEt)40Et 2 ] 2) 1.359(18) 2.01(5) [33]

H,N-NH 2 1.46 1111 [48,49]b)

a) In Raman spetroscopy
b) Corresponding to d(N-N) and v (N-N), respectively
c) Average values for two independent molecules
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t>r

D 8.6
N ^ eV 10.1

eV

Terminal

Fig. 4

Terminal and lateral (side-on) modes of N2 bonding to a transi-

tion metal

The side-on N2 bonding may be accounted for by
the same model, but one of the tr„ N2 bonding orbi-
tals is now the dinitrogen to metal donor orbital; the
other ir„ N2 orbital which lies perpendicularly to the
former may bind a second metal forming a dinu-
clear complex with side-on bonded N2, the two
M-N2 bonds being roughly perpendicular to one
another, as known for the abovementioned dinu-
clear Ni complexes.

Although both irg N2 orbitals may ir accept from
filled metal t 2g orbitals when N2 binds in a terminal
mode, only one of the ir: orbitals can be involved in
the bonding for a mononuclear side-on N2 complex
(fig. 4), in agreement with the rare occurrence of the
latter type of complexes (another argument based
on energy considerations will be mentioned below).
Since the ir backbonding occurs to a ligand antibon-
ding orbital, a weakening of the N-N bond results
leading to a decrease in p(NN) relative to the value
in free N2.

2.3. ELECTRON DONOR AND a-ACCEPTOR
CHARACTER OF THE METAL CENTRE

2.3.1. DEPENDENCE ON THE TRANSITION METAL

PERIODIC GROUP

The high stability of the N2 molecule towards coor-
dination to a metal centre results mainly from the
exceptionally low energy of the donor orbital (spe-
cially in the case of the side-on mode of bonding —
see fig. 4) and the high energy difference relative to
the acceptor irg orbital.

Hence, in order to bind N2, a metal centre should
present an empty a orbital with low energy and fil-

led t2g orbitals at a high energy level to overlap with
the correspondent ligand orbitals.
In other words, due to the weak a donor character
of N2, the binding metal centre should display a
considerable a-acceptor character and/or a high ir
donor ability in order to compensate the weak a
component of the bond.

A high electron richness is also a common feature of
the metal centre which favours the ir backbonding.
This component of the bond is also promoted by an
energy increase of the metal filled d x, and d YZ orbi-
tals which are involved in the bond, since they beco-
me closer to the high energy acceptor irg orbital of
N2. However, the a acceptance of the metal centre is
favoured by an energy decrease of the metal accep-
tor orbital.

Hence, due to the known decrease of the energy
level of the d orbitals along any transition series, the
a acceptor character is favoured by an increase in
the atomic number of the metal whereas the it back-
bonding capacity is promoted by a decrease of this
number, thus occurring preferably in the first
groups (IVB and VB) which are also those which
present orbitals with a more difuse character; howe-
ver, the latter groups present a low number of filled
d orbitals. The increase of a acceptance along a
transition series also agrees with the known similar
trend followed by the effective nuclear charge (as a
result of the imperfect shielding of one d electron by
another) and the electronegativity of the metal.
These general features are summarized in fig. 5
where typical examples are shown, namely the dinu-
clear group VB centres with a high F backbonding
capacity; as a result of the strong electron 7r-dona-
tion from these metals, an oxidation may result with
reduction of the N2 ligand and, e.g., in complexes
of the type [(TaC1 3 (PR 3 )(thf)j 2 (µ-N 2 )], ligating N2

appears to behave formally as diimido [or
dinitrito(4-)] species (Nz - ) whereas the metal atoms
display the + 5 high oxidation state, as evidenced by
chemical studies which will be mentioned later on
(section 3.2.1.i).
In agreement with the general trends metioned abo-
ve, the transition metals of the first groups present
common hight oxidation states in their usual com-
pounds, whereas low oxidation states are usual for
high group transition metals.
The presence of a positive charge at the metal re-
sults in an increase of the electron acceptor ability

Ok

Rev. Port. Quím., 26, 30 (1984)	 37



ARMANDO J.L. POMBEIRO

and in dicationic complexes of the iron sub-group
(with Ru(II) and Os(II)) the N2 ligand may bind a
site which presents only a donor co-ligands.
In the abovementioned dinuclear Ni (group VIII)
complexes with a high a-acceptor character, N2 may
bind in the more unfavourable side-on mode; in
these complexes, both N2 erg orbitals are involved in

backbonding which is enhanced by the interac-

VB	 VIB VIIB	 VIII

105-CsHs)2Ti 12	 IMLt 1
(NbC1 3 L212 	1Ru(NH3)5 12'
ITaC1 3 L 2 1 2 	1Os(NH3)5 12.

Increase of Tr-backbonding character

Increase of a-acceptor character

Fig. 5

Dependence of the Tr-backbonding and the a-acceptor characters

of a metal centre on the periodic group (L= tertiary phosphene)

tion of the N2 ligand with cations of electropositive
elements such as lithium and sodium, as it was men-
tioned earlier.
The implications of the abovementioned electronic
properties of metal centres on the chemical reacti-
vity of the N2 ligand will be discussed in sections
3.2. and 5.

2.3.2. DEPENDENCE ON THE TRANSITION SERIES
(ALONG EACH GROUP)

Although general correlations between the electro-
nic properties of the transition metals (and, hence,
the resulting stability of their N2 complexes) and
their position along each group are difficult to
detect, a few comments may be mentioned.
For high transition metal groups with a weak
it-and a strong a-component in the metal-dinitrogen
bond (see fig. 5), the stability of binary dinitrogen

complexes may follow the order of the Allred-Roc-
kow electronegativity (which corresponds to the
electrostatic force exerted by the nucleus on the va-
lence electrons, being proportional to the ratio bet-
ween the effective nuclear charge and the covalent
radius): first transition series > third transition se-
ries > second transition series metal (within each
periodic group); the reversal of the second and third
transition series order results from the known lan-
thanide contraction.

Hence, e.g., the stability of the dinitrogen comple-
xes M(N2) n (n = 1 —3) of the Ni subgroup (prepared
by matrix co-condensation techniques) follows the
order Ni > Pt > Pd [50] .
In agreement with these observations, unambi-
guously characterized Pd and Pt dinitrogen com-
plexes are unknown at ambient temperature, al-
though dinitrogen complexes of Ni (see previous
sections) have been prepared.
However, in dinitrogen complexes with ligands
other than N2 or with metals of lower periodic
groups (hence, with an important 7r-component in
the M-N 2 bond), other factors (such as the energy
of the t 2g metal orbitals and the dependence of the
metal d orbitals energy on the co-ligands) may play
a fundamental role and the abovementioned corre-
lation fails often.
Hence, e.g., within the Fe sub-group, although the
stability of the complexes trans-[MH(N 2 )(dppe) 2 ]'
(M = Fe, Ru, Os) [51] follows the order of the All-
red-Rockow electronegativity (Fe > Os > Ru), the
monophosphinic species [MH 2 (N2 )L 3 ] [52] and the
amino complexes do not obey the same trend (the
former follow the order Fe > Ru > Os, whereas in
the latter the observed order is Os > Ru » Fe, the
aminocomplexes of iron being even unknown).
As discussed in the previous section, the transition
metal basicity decreases along each series.
However, an increase of the transition metal basi-
city on going down each periodic group was propo-
sed [53] on the basis of studies of the reactivity of
transition metal complexes with Lewis acids. For N2

complexes, this trend appears to be followed at least
by some metals of the VIB and VIIB groups as evi-
denced by chemical studies which will be discussed
in sections 3.2. and 5.

2.3.3. DINITROGEN COMPLEXES WITH
REPRESENTATIVE METALS

From the considerations mentioned on sections
2.2.3. and 2.3., it is understandable the paucity of
examples known with N2 ligating a representative
metal due to the unavailability of filled d orbitals to
participate in metal to ligand it backbonding.
However, a few cases are known, the representative
metal centre behaving as an electron acceptor
(Lewis acid) towards N2 or as a stabilizer of the ne-
gative charge at this ligand which may bind conco-
mitantly a transition metal centre whose it backbon-
ding donor capacity to N2 is enhanced by the elec-

IVB
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tron acceptor character (or the positive charge) of
the representative metal site. The bond of N2 to this
site has a proeminent a character; however, elec-
trostatic representative metal-reduced N2 (nitride)
interactions are possible.
Hence, group IA cations of electropositive metals
(Li', Na', K') may ligate N2 in polynuclear struc-
tures with electron deficient multicentered bonds
also involving transition metals. Examples were al-
ready quoted (section 2.2.1.): the hexameric cluster
K[Co(N 2 )(PMe 3 ) 3 ] and [{Ph(NaOEt 2 ) 2 {Ph 2 Ni) 2

(µg7 2 -N2) NaLi 6 (OEt)4 0Et 2 j 2 ].
Ionic nitrides of electropositive IA and IIA elements
are known and some of them may be formed by di-
rect reaction with N2. Hence, e.g., the dinitride(1-)
Li'NZ[v(N 2 )=1800 cm -1 ] and the dinitride(2-)
Li¡*NZ- [v(N2 )=1535 cm -1 ] are formed by low-tem-
perature matrix co-deposition of Li atoms and dini-
trogen [54].
Scant examples of dinitrogen compounds with a
group IIA metal involve Mg(NH 2 ) 2 [v(N 2 )=2160 s,
2040 sh cm -1 ] (prepared by thermolysis of the azide-
-hydrazine compound Mg(N 3 ) 2 (N2 H4 )2 ) [55] and
some N2 species of calcium, strontium and barium
obtained by acid decomposition and oxidation
(CH 3 COOH or H 2 O) of the corresponding pernitri-
des of metal(II), M3 N4 [56].

Table 4
Values of PL ligand parameter for a variety of ligands (see text)

L PL(volt)al L PL(volt)a)

NO 1.40 NH3 —0.77

CO 0.00 CF3000— —0.78

N2 —0.07 NCS— —0.88

P(OPh)3 —0.18 CN— —1.00

CNC6 H3 Cl2 -2,6 —0.33* NCO— —1.16

PPh3 —0.35 F —1.15

CNC6 H4 C1 -4 —0.37* Br— —1.17

CNPh —0.38 Cl— —1.19

CNC6 H4 CH3 -2 —0.38* H— —1.22

CNC6 H4 CH3 -4 —0.39* N3 — — 1.26

CNC 6 H4OCH 3 -4 —0.40* OH— —1.55

NCPh —0.40

CNMe —0.43

CNBu —0.44*

NCMe —0.58

Py —0.59

a) Values in volt (versus s.c.e.), measured in thf-[NBu4 I BF4

at a Pt electrode. All values taken from reference [59] except
those denoted by * which are given by reference [60].

Dinitrogen may also bridge a transition metal and
a Mg(II) moiety such as in [(Co(PMe3)3(N2)12
Mg(thf) 4 ] [35] and in various titanium and vana-
dium species, [Ti(,7 5 -C 5 H 5 ) 2 (NNMgCI)] [v(N 2 )=
= 1255 cm -1 ] and possible [(thf)C1M(NNMgCI)]
(M = Ti or V), which are intermediate in the reduc-
tion of N2 to hydrazine, ammonia or organonitro-
genated compounds (see section 3.2.1.i).
Electrophilic attack of a group ILIA Lewis acid to a
dinitrogen ligand may lead to dinitrogen bridging
species as shown in section 3.2.3.
Dinitrogen may also ligate a group IVA metal cen-
tre as in [MX 2 N2 ] prepared in low temperature ma-
trix studies by condensation of N2 with the unsatu-
rated dihalides MX 2 (M = Sn, Pb; X = halide) (an
analogous reaction occurs for HgX 2 [57]. The pro-
minent a character of the metal-N 2 bonds evidenced
by the positive shift of v(CO) which occurs on coor-
dination of carbon monoxide to form the analogous
compounds [MX 2 (CO)].

2.4. — ELECTRON RICHNESS

2.4.1. ELECTROCHEMICAL QUANTIFICATION

The common high electron richness of a mononu-
clear dinitrogen binding metal centre (resulting, e.g.,
from the low metal oxidation state and the presence
of electron donor co-ligands) is patent since its ge-
netion. Hence, the most general preparative route
of dinitrogen complexes from direct reaction with
N2 consists in the reduction of a metal species by
a strong reducting agent until N2 binds in a late
stage of the reduction when an electron-rich cen-
tre is available — see, e.g., the synthesis of
trans-[Mo(N 2 ) 2 (dppe) 2 ] by reduction of [MoC 1 512
by Na(Hg) or Mg in the presence of dppe and
under N2 [58].
Although the i.r. v(N 2 ) value may be considered as
an indicator of the electron rich character of the
binding metal centre [which is favourable to it back-
bonding and, thus, to a decrease in v(N 2 )], the cou-
pling of the N = N to other group stretching vibra-
tions and other effects (e.g., dependence on the a
component) lead to a somewhat unreliable charac-
ter in the use of this parameter.
The ready chemical or electrochemical oxidation of
the dinitrogen complexes also results from the high
electron richness of the metal centre and on the ba-
sis of the half-wave oxidation potential (E ¡)2) va-
lues, a criterium for the quantification of the elec-
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tron rich character of the centre was proposed [59].
Square pyramid 16-electron metal sites [M s ] were
considered and their electron -richness (E 5) was defi-
ned [59] by the half-wave oxidation potential of the
carbonyl complex:

E s =Eii2 [M5(CO)] (1)

The greater the electron rich character of the site,
the easier its oxidation and hence the lower the E,
value will be. 
A linear correlation was observed [59] between E i ¡2
of the elements of a series of 18-electron octahedral-
-type complexes [M 5 L] (where L varies along the
series) and E ¡"2 of their homologues in a isoelectro-
nic and isostructural series of pentacarbonylchro-
mium complexes:

E i"2[N1 5 1-] — E ii2[Nl s(CO)] =

0.1E ii2[Cr(CO)5 L] — E ii2 [Cr(CO) 6 ] 1 (2)

The slope, 13, of the line is a measure of the sensiti-
vity of the energy of the HOMO orbital to a change
of L ligand is called polarisability of the metal
centre.
The difference between E ¡¡ 2 [Cr(CO) 5 L] and
E?¡2 [Cr(CO) 6 ] is a measure of the net electron do-
nor character of the ligand and is denoted by P L

(ligand parameter) (equation 3): the higher this cha-
racter, the lower E i "2 [Cr(CO) 5 L] is and, hence, the
lower (usually the more negative) the P L value beco-
mes; high P L values correspond to ligands which
behave as strong net electron acceptors.

PL = Eii2[Cr(CO)sl--] — Eii2[Cr(CO)6]	 (3)

Hence, since E °¡2 [M 5(CO)] is the E s electron-rich-
ness parameter of the metal site, equation (2) beco-
mes, upon rearrangement:

Eii2 [M s L]=E s +/3.P L (4)

P L values have already been quoted [59,60] for a
variety of ligands (see Table 4) and, e.g., CO, N2

and CNR (isocyanides) behave, in this order, as
strong net electron acceptors (high P L values) whe-
reas the anionic ligands such as thiocyanate (NCS - ),
halides, hydride and hydroxide present a strong net
electron donor character (low P L values).

Linear relationships of the type of equation 4 have
been experimentally observed [59,60] for a variety

of 16-electron dinitrogen binding metal centres and
the estimated E 5 and /3 values are shown in Table 5.

Table 5
Values of Es and /3 for a variety of 16-electron square pyramid

dinitrogen-binding metal sites

(M s 1 Es(volt)al( vS s.c.e.) /3

Mo(NO)(dppe)2 1 + +0.91 0.51
Mo(CO(dppe)2 1 —0.11 0.72
Mo(N2 )(dppe)2 1 —0.13 0.84
Mo(NCPh)(dppe)2 1 —0.40 0.82
Mo(N3 )(dppe)2 1 — —1.00 1.0
FeH(dppe)2 1 + +1.04 1.0
Re(N2 )(dppe)2 1 + + 1,20 0.74
ReCI(dppe)2 ) +0.68* 3.4*

a) Values in volt (versus s.c.e.), measured in thf-[NBu 4 ] BF4

at a Pt electrode. All values taken from reference 159] except
those denoted by * which are given by reference [60].

The Mo(0) centres present a higher electron richness
(lower E s values) than the Fe(II) and Re(I) sites and,
within a group with a common metal, the anionic
centres are more electron rich than the neutral ones.
On the basis of these electrochemical parameters, it
is possible to propose dinitrogen coordination and
chemical reactivity criteria; the latter will be exem-
plified along the text but the former may now be
considered.
Hence, metal sites with a high electron richness (low
E 5 values) bind strong electron acceptor ligands
(with high P L values) such as N2, CO or CNR as it is
observed for the [Mo(N 2 ) (dppe) 2 1 metal centre
(E s = —0.13 V).

However, N2 may bind sites with E 5 values falling
in the —1.3 to + 1.3 V range, but when the centre
presents a high E s value, the ligand which is trans to
N2 behaves as a strong net electron donor (such as
halide or hydride) thus presenting a low P L value; it
is then experimentally observed that such a metal
site has a high polarisability (3). A typical example
is given by [ReCI(dppe) 2 1 (with high E s and (3 va-
lues of + 0.68 V and + 3.4, respectively) [60] which
may bind N2 in trans-[ReCI(N 2 )(dppe) 2 ] where
the strong net electron donor chloride ligand
(P L = —1.19 V) is trans to N2 .

Based on these observations, one may propose that
high electron-richness (low ES value) and high pola-
risability (high (3 value) of a metal centre favour
dinitrogen coordination [59].
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2.4.2. CO-LIGAND EFFECT

The dinitrogen bonding to a metal centre may be
favoured by the presence, in trans position, of a
strong net electron donor co-ligand.
The electron donating power of the ligand trans to
N2 enhances the metal to dinitrogen it backbon-
ding, thus stabilizing the M-N 2 bond and promo-
ting the coordination of dinitrogen.
Chloride and dithiophosphinate (S2 PPhz) trans
to N2 are strong M-N 2 bond stabilizers as eviden-
ced, e.g., by the stability of the complexes
trans-[ReCI(N 2 ) (dppe) 2 ], mer-[ReCI(N 2 )
(CNMe)(P(OMe) 3 1 3 ] [61] and mer-[Re(n'-S 2 PPh 2 )
(N 2 ) (CNMe) x(PMe2 Ph) 4ic] (x= 1 or 2) [14], the N2

ligand binding a site which may present up to two
strong competitors (CNMe) for the 7r backbonding.
Chloride is a known 7 donor and a weak field li-
gand: interaction of a filled p chloride orbital with a
t 2g metal orbital results in a destabilization of the
latter with a decrease of the energy difference (0) re-
lative to the empty eg orbitals; the increase in energy
of the t2g metal orbitals favours the electron 7 donor
capacity (ir backbonding ability) of the metal centre
to the irgN 2 orbitals. This stabilizing effect on the
M-N 2 bond by a 7r donor ligand in trans position
may also be rationalized by some simplified it-mole-
cular orbital schemes: an increase of the number
of filled M-N2 bonding (and N-N antibonding) cha-
racter orbitals results from the electron 7 release
from the 7r donor ligand [62].
Hydride is also a ligand which tends to be in a trans
position relative to N2 in hydridic dinitrogen com-
plexes such as the trigonal bipyramid [CoH(N 2 )
(PPh 3 ) 3 ] [30] and the square planar [RhH(N 2 )
(PPhBu 2 )2 ] [31] species.
It is a strong net electron donor ligand [P L(H - ) =
= —1.22 V], comparable to chloride [P L(C1 - ) =
= —1.19 V], although without a 7 donor capacity.
It presents a high trans effect (through a a mecha-
nism) which favours the bonding, in trans position,
of a weak a donor (and strong it acceptor) ligand ra-
ther than a strong a donor (and weak 7r

acceptor) species which may compete with the
hydride by the metal a orbitals.
The higher tendency of the hydride ligand to be
trans to N2 rather than to a phosphine (see the abo-
vementioned Co(I) and Rh(I) complexes) evidences
the weaker a donor (and stronger 7 acceptor) cha-
racter of dinitrogen relative to a phosphine ligand.

The a-donor hydride ligand may promote, through
a synergic effect, the 7-backbonding ability of the
metal centre to the trans N2 ligand.
In a high electron rich metal centre dinitrogen may
also bind to the metal even in the presence, iI. trans
position, of a strong electron acceptor competitor,
such as carbonyl; however, the metal-dinitrogen
bond then presents a high lability.
This behaviour is observed for the (Mo(CO)
(dppe) 2 ] site (E S = —0.11 V) which can bind rever-
sibly N2 to afford the labile trans-[Mo(N 2 ) (CO)
(dppe) 2 1 species (the N2 ligand is evolved by just
bubbling argon through a solution of this complex)
[63].
The effect of other co-ligands, such as the strong
net electron donor methoxide anion (from methanol
solvent dissociation), on the activation towards pro-
tonation of dinitrogen derived ligands (e.g., the
hydrazido(2-) species, NNH 2 ) will be mentioned in
later sections (3.2.).

3 — CHEMICAL PROPERTIES

The chemical behaviour of dinitrogen-binding me-
tal centres is usually mainly dependent on their elec-
tronic properties which were discussed in the pre-
vious sections.
However, structural features related, e.g., to the
geometry or to the unsaturation of the binding cen-
tre due to the lability of N2, may also play a role, as
well as some stereochemical factors as shown by the
following example.
Although the bis(diphosphinic) complexes [FeHX
(depe) 2 ] and [FeHX (dppe) 2 ] are known, the penta-
coordinated tetraphosphinic species [FeH (tetra-
phos)]X [tetraphos =Ph 2 PC 2 H 4 P(Ph)C 2 H 4

P(Ph)C2 H4 PPh 2 ; X - =Br - ,  I - ] is ionic and does not
bind the X - halide although N2 may ligate the metal
site to afford [FeH(N 2 ) (tetraphos)]X. As evidenced
[24] by X-ray data the unability of the halide to bind
is due to a stereochemical hindrance of the phenyl
rings and N2 (with an atomic radius which is smaller
than the halide ionic radius) may ligate the metal
site in preference to the halide.

3.1. — CHEMICAL REACTIVITY OF DINI-
TROGEN BINDING METAL SITES

The evolution of N2 from a dinitrogen complex
(e.g., by photolysis) may constitute a convenient
way to generate a dinitrogen binding metal centre;
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this may also be formed by following the synthetic
steps for a dinitrogen complex in the absence of N2 ,
under argon atmosphere.
However, the direct study of the metal centre is
usually hampered by its high reactivity which pre-
vents its isolation, although a very limited number
of examples are known where this isolation was
achieved.

3.1.1. SIMPLE ADDITION REACTIONS

Simple addition reactions to a metal centre follo-
wing N2 evolution correspond to the replacement
of this ligand in a dinitrogen complex.
In metal centres which present a high ir-backbon-
ding capacity (groups IVB to VIIB(Re)), the known
examples of N2 replacement involve preferably
strong it acceptor ligands such as CO, CNR, NCR
or C2 H4, as observed in the N2 substitution reac-
tions of [M(N 2 ) 2 L4 ] (M = Mo or W; L = tertiary
mono-

phosphine or 
1
 dppe) by isocyanides [64,65] or

carbon monoxide [66].
The mechanism of this type of reactions was studied
[67] at the Mo(0) and W(0) phosphinic metal sites
and N2 loss was shown to be the rate limiting step
followed by addition of the incoming ligand (L') to
the unsaturated pentacoordinated [M(N 2 )L4 ] cen-
tre; the replacement of the second N2 ligand also

[M(N2)2L4] kt > [M(N2)L4]+ N2

[M(N2)L4] + L'— > [M(N2)L' L4]

[M(N 2 )L'L4 ] k2 > [ML 'L4 ]+ N2

[ML'L4 ]+L'— [ML' 2 L4] (5)

follows a dissociative mechanism with dinitrogen
loss being the rate controlling step (equations 5).
Although N2 is readily replaced by a strong it accep-
tor in complex [Mo(N 2 )2 (dppe) 2 ], the a donor NH 3

species behaves as a labile ligand affording the uns-
table aminocomplex [No(N 2 ) (NH 3 ) (dppe) 2 ] which
was only detected in solution by electrochemical
techniques [59].
However, when the metal centre presents a lower

electron it releasing character but a high a-acceptor
capacity [mainly for groups VIIB (Mn) and VIII,
although examples for group VIB are also known),
N2 may be replaced by a-donor ligands without
it withdrawing ability.

Hence, the pentaminoruthenium(II) moiety in
[Ru(NH 3 ) 5 (N 2 )] 2+ may readily bind a sixth mole-
cule of NH 3 to give [Ru(NH 3 )6 ] 2+ through an irre-
versible replacement of N2 (reaction 6) [68].

[Ru(NH3)5(N2)] 2+ +L

[Ru(NH 3 ) 5 (L)] 2++ N2 (6)

The N2 /NH 3 competition for a metal site presents
some catalytic meaning since NH 3 , a product of re-
duction, has to be replaced by N2 in order to com-
plete the catalytic cycle of N2 reduction to NH 3 .
The unsaturated metal centres involved in these
reactions were not isolated, but in the following
examples the isolation was possible.
The square pyramid [63] pentacoordinated carbonyl
species [Mo(CO) (dppe) 2 ], generated, e.g., by N2

evolution from the dinitrogen parent complex, un-
dergoes addition reactions with a variety of (elec-
tron donor) Lewis bases not only with a-acceptor
ability (carbon monoxide, nitriles) but also without
this capacity (ammonia, amines) or even with a
7r-donor character (amides*, imidazoles) (reac-
tions 7) [69].
The presence of the strong electron ir-acceptor CO
ligand renders the Mo(0) metal centre susceptible to
ur-acceptance from convenient u-donor ligands, al-
though without complete loss of the 7r-backbonding
ability and of the a-acceptor character which, as
shown previously, appear to be important features
of the N2 binding transition metal sites.

[Mo(CO)(dppe) 2 ] + L—

trans- [Mo(CO) L(dppe)2 ] (7)

(L=CO, N2, C2 H4 , NCR, NH 3 , amines, pyridines,
amides RR' NC(R ")O, imidazoles R'

R-N	 N)

Another rare example of structural characterization
of an unsaturated intermediate involved in N2 subs-
titution reactions, or related ones, was recently re-
ported [70]. It is a trigonal bipyramid Re(I) species,
[ReCI (dppe)2 ], prepared by photolysis of the octa-

* The low i.r. (CO)o 	 values ( —1680 —1720 cm-l) observed in the
amide complexes suggest that these ligands are behaving not
only as a-donors but also as a-donors:

0

RR ^ N– =Ó M s--a RR' N= –O^M

/
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hedral parent N2 complex, through N2 loss and
a structural change (equation 8). The reaction is

trans-[ReCl(N 2 ) (dppe)2] 
 by 

[ReCI(dppe)2 ] + N2 (8)

irreversible and it demonstrates another fundamen-
tal requirement for binding of dinitrogen: the geo-
metry of the metal centre, i.e., the presence of con-
venient co-ligands at a metal with a favourable oxi-
dation state is not enough for N2 coordination.
Although the (ReCI(dppe) 2 ] centre is not susceptible
to bind N2 i it presents a high reactivity and can
coordinate stronger ligands than N2 such as isocya-
nides [70].

3.1.2. OXIDATIVE ADDITION REACTIONS

The N2 binding metal centres are particularly sus-
ceptible to oxidative addition reactions, leading,
e.g., to the formation of metal-carbon or metal-hy-
drogen bonds. *These reactions are favoured by the
electron-rich character and the unsaturation of the
metal centres.

(i) Addition of C-H bond

Orthometalation reactions are known since long in
the chemistry of dinitrogen complexes and they are
believed to be involved, e.g., in the [CoH(N 2 )

(PPh 3 ) 3 ] plus D2 system with exchange between
deuterium atoms and the hydrogen atoms of the
hydride ligand and of the ortho positions in the
phosphinic phenyl rings. The postulated [72] me-
chanism involves a reversible oxidative addition of
the ortho C-H bond of the phenyl groups to the un-
saturated metal centre derived from N2 evolution.
This type of study may be of biological significance
since HD formation occurs during the enzymatic N2

reduction under an N 2 /D2 atmosphere.
Other more recent examples of orthometalation
reactions of N2 binding centres have been reported:
the (Mo(PMe 3 )6] site (generated by loss of PMe 3

from [Mo(PMe 3 ) 6 ] with a high stereochemical ten-
sion among the phosphine ligands) which may ligate
N2 can undergo two reversible orthometalation

* Other types of addition reactions are known and e.g., trans
[Mo(NO) (NCO) (dppe) 2 ] is formed from the reaction of
trans-[Mo(N 2 )2 (dppe)2 ] with N-methyl-N-nitrosourea,
McN(NO)C(0)NH 2 , which is postulated to occur via the inter-
mediate [Mo(NO)IN(Me)C(0)NH 2 8dppe)2 ] which, upon loss
of NH 2 Me, yields the final product [71].

reactions (the second one upon loss of ano-
ther phosphine ligand) [73]; the postulated
[ReH(dppe) 2 ] species, derived by N2 evolution from
the parent dinitrogen complex, undergoes orthome-
talation and other oxidative addition reactions such
as C-D addition from C 6 D6 to yield [ReH(D)
(C 6 D5 ) (dppe)2 ] which, under N2 i affords [ReD(N 2 )
(dppe) 2 ] upon C 6 D 5 H loss [74] .

Oxidative addition of C-H bond is probably also
involved in decarbonylation reactions of aldehyde-
-tipe species by trans-[Mo(N 2 )2 (dppe) 2 ]: formami-
des (HCONRR'), formate esters (HCOOR) and al-
dehydes (RCHO) are decarbonylated to amines
(RR'NH), alcohols (ROH) and alkanes (RH), res-
pectively, with formation of carbonyl complexes
[75]. The proposed [75] reaction scheme is shown by
equations (9), and it involves loss of N2 and oxida-
tive addition of C-H followed by reductive elimi-

M(N 2 )	 M2 — N 	H -^-X 	H 	-HX

	2 	cx
0
^^

	
M–CO —> M(L) (CO)

L

M = {Mo(dppe) 2 }. X=NRR',OR,R. L=HCOX(X=NMe 2 ,NEt 2 ),

N 2(X=OR) (9)

nation of the decarbonylated species. The C-H
bond addition is evidenced by the unreactivity of
acetamides MeC(CO)NRR' (which do not present
such a bond) and the evolution of a small amount of
H2, during the reactions, in agreement with the pos-
sible involvement of a hydridic species.
Primary alcohols may also undergo decarbonyla-
tion by the same Mo(0) metal centre and by the pos-
tulated [76] (ReCl(dppe) 2 ] species derived by N2

loss from the parent dinitrogen complex. The me-
chanism was not studied but may involve dehydro-
genation of alcohol to aldehyde which then under-
goes decarbonylation.
Decarbonylation and dehydrogenation of hydroa-
romatic compounds may also be achieved [75] by
the [Mo(N 2 ) 2 (dppe) 2 ] complex and, e.g.,
[Mo(CO) 2 (dppe)2 ] and [MoH 4 (dppe) 2 ] are formed
from reaction of the dinitrogen complex with thf
under heating; this reaction probably occurs via sa-
turated carbon-hydrogen bond activation.

(ii) Hydrogenation

The ready hydrogenation of unsaturated centres
with formation of polyhydridic species, illustrated
by reaction (10) [74,76], corresponds to the known
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oxidative substitution (which may be reversible) of
N 2 by H2, exemplified by reaction (11) [66,77].

[ReX(dppe) 2 ] + H2' [ReXH 2 (dppe)2] (10)

(X = H, CI)

[Mo(Nz)z(dppe)z] +2H 2 —>

[MoH, (dppe) 2 ] + 2N 2

This type of study may present some biological inte-
rest since H2 is a competitive inhibitor of the enzy-
matic nitrogen fixation. Moreover, since NH 3 is
industrially synthesized from N2 and H2, it would
be interesting to study the interaction between N2

and hydride ligands bonded at a metal site with pos-
sible hydrogenation of the former which, however,
was not yet achieved.

(iii) Oxidation reactions by protic acid or

organohalide

Dinitrogen complexes usually react with protic acids
which attack the metal centre (leading, e.g., to pro-
tonation or halogenation). Dinitrogen evolution oc-
curs commonly as the result of the metal oxidation,
and oxidative addition reactions are often involved
as shown in equations (12) [78] and (13) [79].

trans-[IrCI(N 2 ) (PPh 3 ) 2 ] +

+ HCl —> [IrHC1 2 (PPh 3 )2 ] + N2 (12)

trans-[W(N 2 ) 2 (dppe)2] HÇI^

[WH(N2)2(dppe)2]Cl HC 
Nl 

>
z

[WCl2 H2(dppe)21 (13)

If the metal centre presents a high reducing power
as in trans-[Mo(NCS)(N 2 )(dppe) 2 ] - with the strong
net electron donor thiocyanate ligand [P L(NCS - ) =
= —0.88 V], solvated protons may be reduced to
dihydrogen with oxidation of the centre leading, in
this example, to unidentified and unstable oxidized
species [80].
Mechanistic studies performed on the reactions of
trans-[M(N 2 ) 2 (dppe) 2 ] (M=Mo or W) with weak
acids in thf evidence the initial outer-sphere associa-
tion of the acid electrophile to the metal centre
which is followed by protonation at the N2 ligand.
However, since these reactions lead to attack at liga-
ting dinitrogen they will be mentioned in section
3.2.1.ii.

Organohalides also present an oxidizing effect on
the metal centre, e.g., (ML(dppe) 2 1 (M = Mo or W;
L = NCS -, N2, NCR, N3), the oxidation occurring
through an outer-sphere electron transfer process if
the centre presents a high reducing power (e.g., for
L = NCS - ) or via an inner-sphere electron transfer
mechanism for metal centres with a lower reducing
power and presenting a labile L ligand (e.g., for
L = N2 or NCR); however these reactions involve
the N2 ligand and will be treated in section 3.2.2.i.

3.L3. CATALYTIC REACTIONS

Due to the common high lability of the N 2 ligand,
its complexes may behave as precursors for unsatu-
rated metal centres; their chemical properties were
already mentioned and they account for their active
role in catalytic reactions such as hydrogenation,
isomerization, oligomerization and polimerization
of olefins. The subject has been reviewed [81] and
only a few examples are now cited briefly.
[RuH 2 (N2 ) (PPh 3 ) 3 ] catalyses the double bond mi-
gration of 1-pentene to 2-pentene, [RuH2(PPh3)3]
being the active species; N2 presents an inhibiting
effect due to the competition with the olefin for this
unsaturated site [82]. The reaction may possibly
proceed through a hydrogen 0-elimination to give
an i 3 -allyl ligand or through a migratory insertion
of hydride into the olefin double bond followed by
an hydrogen 0-elimination.
The lability of a co-ligand may also induce the
catalytic activity and the cis to trans isomerization
of 2-pentene by [CoH(N 2 ) (PPh 3 ) 3 ] may involve
the proposed active [CoH(N 2 ) (1j 2 -cis-2-pentene)
(PPh 3 ) 2 ] species; the catalytic activity of the system
is promoted by the presence of N2 which favours
dinitrogen coordination, the N2 ligand presenting a
labilizing effect on the trans-2-pentene ligating pro-
duct [88,83]. The mechanism may conceivably in-
volve a migratory insertion of hydride into the ole-
fin double bond followed by a rearrangement and
an hydrogen 0-elimination.
Supported titanocene-type species (on a styrene-
-divinylbenzene polymer) which can reduce N2 (at
ca. 100 atm) to NH 3 , although in a non-catalytic
low yield (<0.55 mol NH 3 /mol Ti) exhibit catalytic
activity in the hydrogenation, isomerization and
epoxidation of olefins, which appears to be promo-
ted by the bonding, through substituted cyclopenta-
dienyl moieties, of the Ti centres to the polymer
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which prevents the formation of inactive dimers
[84]. The activation of N2 is postulated [84] to result
from bonding to two Ti centres which are held in
position by a methylene bridge between two cyclo-
pentadienyl-type ligands (one at each Ti centre).
H-D exchange reactions between D 2 0 and aromatic
hydrogens [of aromatic hydrocarbons PhX where
X=F, CH 3 , OCH 3 , COCH 3 , N(CH 3 ) 2 ] (equation
14) and between D2 0 and H2 (equation 15) are
catalysed by [RhH(PPr 1 ) 3 ] — which is isoelec-
tronic and related to [RhH(N 2 ) (PR 3 )2 ] — and

[Rh2H2(PCY3)4 (µ-N2)] [85].

	> ArD + DHO	 (14)

HD+DHO	 (15)

These reactions involve O-D and aromatic C-H (or
H-H) bond activation and the mechanism, which
was not studied in detail, is suggested [85] to be ini-
tiated by O-D oxidative addition to an unsaturated
centre (formed by N2 or phosphine loss) to give
[RhHDL 2 ]'0D - which, upon reductive elimination
of DHO, affords [RhDL 3 ]; this species may the
undergo oxidative addition of C(Ar)-H or of H-H
bond (for reations with ArH or H2, respectively) to
give [RhHD(Ar)L 2 ) or [RhDH 2 L2 ]; reductive eli-
mination of the exchange products, ArD or HD,
respectively, regenerate the active [RhHL 3 ] cen-
tre [85].
Aryldiazonium species ArNIC1 - (Ar = Ph,
p-C1C 6 H4 i p-MeC6 H4, p-MeOC 6 H4, p-02 NC 6 H4 )

may be catalytically reduced to hydrocarbons ArH
by primary or secondary alcohols ROH (R = Me,
Et, Pr') in the presence of the catalyst precursor
trans-[W(N 2 )2 (dppe 2 ] [86]. The a-hydrogens of the
alkyl group of the alcohol are the hydrogen source
as evidenced by studies with deuterated alcohols
and the C-H bond rupture appears to be the rate li-
miting step; a carbonyl group is formed and ketone
was detected in the reaction with isopropanol (equa-
tion 16).

ArNz + MeCH(OH)Me >

ArH+ McC(0)Me + N2 + FP (16)

The reaction proceeds at ambient temperature and
is selective; in the absence of catalyst, it only occurs
with heating and also leads to the formation of
phenolic ethers [86].
It is also possible to recognize, in various effective
catalytic systems, the involvement of N2 binding (or
related species) intermediates.

Hence, the Rh(I) Wilkinson catalyst for the hydro-
genation of olefins involves the active unsaturated
centre [RhCIL 2 ] — formed, e.g., by ligand evolu-
tion from [RhC1L 3 ] (L = monophosphine such as
PPh3 ) — which may bind N2 (reaction 17) [87a].

[RhCI(PCy 3 ) 2 ] + N2 –^

[RhCI(N 2) (PCY3)2] (17)

The [RhC1L 2 ] centre undergoes an oxidative addi-
tion reaction of H2 to afford a dihydride complex
which binds the olefin; a migratory insertion of
hydride into the olefin double bond (to give an alkyl
derivative) is followed by a reductive elimination of
the alkane product with regeneration of the active
[RhC1L 2 ] site [87b].

3.2. ACTIVATION AND REACTIVITY
OF DINITROGEN

Although the free N2 molecule is non-polar, on
coordination it undergoes an electronic polarization
(as a result of the different intensities of the a and it
components and of the distinct orbitals involved in
the bond) as evidenced by the high intensity of the
i.r. v(N 2 ) band and by ESCA spectroscopic studies
[88], e.g., in [ReCl(N 2 ) (dppe) 2 ] where the two ni-
trogen atoms exhibit distinct N-ls emissions at 397.9
and 399.9 eV (whereas the free N2 molecule presents
a single emission at 411 eV), suggesting a charge dif-
ference of 0.4 e between the two N atoms of the
dinitrogen ligand.
When binding a transition metal centre with a high
ir-backbonding capacity [with a group IVB to VIB
metal or with Re(I)], the N2 molecule acquires a ne-
gative electronic charge density and is activated to-
wards attack by electrophiles which occur at the exo
nitrogen atom; i.r. v(N 2 ) then occurs at a low value
(typically below 1980 cm -1 ) and the oxidation of the
complex is observed at a low E¡¡2 (below ca. O Volt
vs. s.c.e., at a Pt electrode, in thf-[NBu 4 ] [BF4 ]);
the electrophilic attack may also involve the metal
centre [89,59].
However, when the metal site presents a weak
ir-backbonding ability, N2 may be susceptible to
attack by a nucleophile at the endo N atom, the i.r.
v(N 2 ) occuring at values (e.g., > 2100 cm - ') which
lie above those reported for the previous type of ac-
tivation and the complexes presenting higher E 2
(above ca. + 0.8 V); the nucleophilic attack may
also occur at the metal centre [89,59].

ArH + D 2 0

H2 + D20 	
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These reactions may lead to the formation of N-H
(hydrides of nitrogen) and N-C (organonitrogena-
ted species) bonds which, generally, will be mentio-
ned separately.
Our attention will be focussed mainly on the
systems where intermediate species were isolated or
which have been subject to mechanistic studies since
they present the richest information on the involved
metal sites.
Hence, aqueous systems (which have been reviewed)
[90] will not be treated due to the yet so speculative
nature and controversy of the hypotheses which
have been put forward; no N2 complex and no in-
termediate reduced species was isolated. The most
effective catalytic systems at ambient temperature
and pressure involve molybdenum (metal present in
nitrogenase) and may be cited: MoO4 - /peptide
chain component of bovine insuline/NaBH 4 (yield
of ca. 70 mol NH 3 /Mo) [91] and, more recently,
Mo(III)/Na(Hg)/Mg+/phospholipid in alcoholic
medium (yield of ca. 80 mol NH 3 + N2H4/Mo) [92].

3.2.1. FORMATION OF HYDRIDES OF NITROGEN

(i) Polynuclear complexes

A high activation of dinitrogen towards protona-
tion may result from its simultaneous coordination
to two, or even more, metal centres. This behaviour
appears to be observed typically for the extreme
transition metal groups (IVB, VB and VIII), and ca-
tions of the less electronegative elements (Li', Na',
K' and even Mgt+ or MgX+) may be involved in the
activation since they may stabilize the negative char-
ge accumulated at dinitrogen from the transition
metal electron 7r-release.
Hence, e.g., a high yield of ammonia (ca. 90%) and
some hydrazine are formed by aqueous hydrolysis

of complex [(p3-N2)I(375:175-C1oH8) (375 -05 H5)2Ti2I

1(37 1 .37 5-0 5 H4) ( 37 5- C5H5)3Ti2 }] • [( 11 5-
C5H5)2

Ti(C6H1403)1.C6H1403 (see section 2.2.1. and fig.
3) in diglyme [40]; the N2 ligand bridges three Ti
centres and presents a long N-N bond.
Hydrazine (86% yield) is also obtained from the
reaction of [IZr(37 5-C5Me5)2(N2)12(4-N2)] with HCI in
toluene at —80°C an by using 15 N labelled terminal
N2 ligand it was shown that both terminal and N2

generate the hydrazine [93].
Bridging N2 in group VB dinuclear complexes pre-
sent a high N-N bond elongation (which corres-
ponds to a bond length which is intermediate bet-

ween a single and a double bond, as mentioned in
section 2.2.) and, e.g., hydrazine is formed on proto-
nation of [IC1 3 L2 M} 2 (A-N 2 )] (M=Nb, Ta; L=thf,
PR 3 ); the same complexes react with acetone to give
dimethylketazine, Me 2 C = N-N = CMe 2 *, and these
results evidence the localization of four formal ne-
gative charges at the bridging N2 ligand which is re-
duced as a result' of the extensive 7r-backbonding
from the metal atoms which then present a formal
high oxidation state (+ 5) [94] . The ligating N2 may
then be viewed [94] as a diimido (or dinitride(4-))
species:

i 2— 2-- I V
iM ^ N —N =M

i l	 i ^

and the bonding and activation of N2 may be ratio-
nalized by known simplified it-MO schemes [81].

In these systems a direct reduction of the N2 ligand
is observed without the addition of a reducing
agent.
However, the activation of N2 ligating group IVB
or VB metal centres may not be enough to induce
further protonation which often requires the help of
an external reducing agent (such as a Grignard rea-
gent or sodium naphthalene NaC 10 H8 ); this species
may promote the reduction of the N2 ligand by the
transition metal centres through the direct reduction
of the latter and/or by direct interaction with liga-
ting N2 thus enhancing the 7r-electron release from
the transition metal centres.
Interesting examples are provided by the following
systems where the reduction of N2 to hydrazine,
ammonia or organonitrogenated compounds may
occur:
[ITiC1(17 5 -C 5 H 5 ) 2 } 2 ] + Pr'MgCI in ether where
[Ti(,t5 -C 5 H 5 ) 2 (NNMgCI)] [v(N 2 )= 1255 cm -1 ] was
isolated and which on reaction with HCl gives
hydrazine (ca. 80% yield) [95]; [MC1 3 (thf) 3 ] (M = Ti
or V) + Mg with possible formation of
[(thf)CIM(NNMgC1)] [96]. These M-N = N-MgCI
species are probable intermediates to transi-
tion metal-nitride-magnesium adducts, e.g.,
[MN(MgC1) 2 (thf)] (M = Ti or V) which were isola-
ted in the latter system and may lead to NH 3 (upon
hydrolysis), to isocyanate ligand NCO (upon reac-

* This type of reaction is followed by organoimido ligands at
group VB metal centres, M = N-R, which, by treatment with
benzaldehyde, PhCHO, lead to Ph(H)C = N-R +M = O.
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tion with CO) or to methylisocyanate MeNCO
(upon alkylation by Mel) [96].
These systems are non-catalytic (they are at best
stoichiometric) but a catalytic activity was develo-
ped since 1968 by VOL'PIN [97,98] through the addi-
tion of a Lewis acid (such as AIBr 3 or A1C1 3 ) to the
abovementioned systems composed of a titanium
compound (TiX4 ) in the presence of a high excess of
reducing agent (such as Al or LiAIH 4 ); as in the lat-
ter systems, N2 binds a reduced Ti centre. The
catalytic species appears to be TiX 2 (the Lewis acid
adduct C 6 H 6 . TiC1 2 . 2A1C1 3 was isolated in benze-
ne in the absence of N2 and it exhibits catalytic acti-
vity); the reduction of N2 to nitride(3-) proceeds
stepwise (as evidenced by the formation of hydrazi-
ne, on hydrolysis, when the reaction is carried out at
lower temperatures) and conceivably involves poly-
nuclear systems with N2 and its reduced derivatives
bridging Ti and Al centres such as A1X 3 or AN
(reactions 18). The Lewis acid cleaves the Ti-nitride
bond thus allowing the regeneration of the Ti(II) ac-
tive species. Hydrolysis of the aluminum nitride
leads to NH 3 with a yield of ca. 290 mol NH 3 /Ti for
the system TiC14 + Al + AlBr 3 (1:600:1000) at 130°C
and p(N 2 ) = 100 atm.

TiX
4

Al

TiX2

N2 <1,1„ „ (X2Ti) 3N

X2 TiN2
91

/91k
H

NH3 (18)
We have been treating the activation of N2 by poly-
nuclear systems with low transition group metals
which display a high a-backbonding ability al-
though presenting a low number of available d va-
lence electrons. The other known examples of N2

activation towards protonation by polynuclear
systems involve the other extreme transition group
metals (VIII) which have a high number of d elec-
trons but present a low ir-electron release capacity.
The dinuclear iron complexes [(PPh 3 ) 2 H(Pr')
FeN 2 Fe(Pr i) (PPh 3 )2 ] [99] (prepared by reduction
of [FeC1 3 (PPh 3 ) 2 ] with Pr'MgBr in ether at —50°C
under N 2 ) and [(FeMgC1 3 (thf) 1 . 5 1 2 (N 2 )] [100] (iso-
lated in the system FeC1 3 + Mg in thf under N 2 ) give
hydrazine (ca. 10% based on complex in the former
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case, whereas the yield was not specified in the latter
complex) on treatment with HCI.
The square planar Li4 [FePh 4 ] .(Et 2 0) 4 complex
was isolated in the system FeC1 3 + LiPh in Et 2 0
under argon and it reacts with N2 giving an uniden-
tified species which, on treatment with acid, produ-
ces ammonia and/or hydrazine. The distances bet-
ween the Li' ions and the Fe(0) centre suggest the
possible interaction of the former with ligating N2

at vacant axial coordination position [101].

The formation of hydrazine (20% based on the me-
tal) has also been reported from treatment of
[Co(N 2 ) (PPh 3 ) 3 Mg(thf) 2 ] (produced in the reac-
tion of [CoH(N 2 ) (PPh 3 ) 3 ] with Et 2 Mg in thf at
0°C) with sulphuric acid [102]. It is, however, unk-
nown if the Mg centre binds to N2 or to the Co site;
a related complex with N2 bridging cobalt and mag-
nesium is known, [(Co(PMe3)3(N2)12Mg(thf)4]
[35], but it was not reported if N2 is reduced in this
species.
In the dinuclear nickel(0) complex, [[(LiPh) 3

Ni1 2 (10 2 -N 2 ) (OEt 2 ) 2 ], the side-on bonded N2 is
also activated towards protonation and NH 3 (ca.
30-40% yield) is produced on hydrolysis in thf.
Biphenyl and nickel(0) metal are the other products
of the reaction, the phenyl anions behaving as the
reducing agent; hence, in contrast to the abovemen-
tioned examples, the transition metal is not the
source of electrons to the N2 ligand [103].

(ii) Mononuclear complexes

The most active mononuclear systems in the activa-
tion of N2 towards protonation involve electron-
-rich group VIB transition metal (Mo and W)
centres.

(ii .1) Reduction of N2 to NH3

When bound to [ML4 1 (M = Mo or W; L = tertiary
monophosphine) in complexes [M(N2)2L4], N2
undergoes ready protonation by protic acid (HX) to
afford NH 3 (and hydrazine) in McOH at ambient
temperature and pressure [104,105]. The reaction
also proceeds without HX, under W-filament light,
in McOH which behaves as the protonating agent

[ 104] * .

* Acidic transition metal hydrides, such as [H 2 Fe(CO) 4 1,
[HFeCo 3 (CO) 13 1 or [HCo(CO) 4 1, may also be a proton source
in these reactions, and NH 3 is obtained (although at lower
yield than that obtained by using a mineral acid such as
H 2 SO4 ) on treatment by aqueous KOH (basic distillation)
11061.
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The metal site behaves as the reducing agent, the
maximum yield (2 mol NH 3 /mol W) corresponding
to the consumption of the six valence electrons of
W(0) (equation 19); for the Mo(0) system, the maxi-
mum yield is ca. 1 mol NH 3 /mol Mo, the molybde-
num(0) being oxidized to the Mo(III) oxidation level
(equation 20) [104].

N2 + 6H+ + 6e1W(0)] — 2NH 3 (19)

2 N
2 + 3H+ +3e -[Mo(0)] --> NH 3 (20)

The N2 reduction/protonation proceeds stepwise
with gradual weakening of the N-N bond until clea-
vage (reaction 21).
Hydrazido(2-) intermediate complexes, [MX 2

(NNH 2 )L 3 ], have been isolated [107]. They were al-
so detected in solution by 15 N n.m.r. [108] and they
can undergo further prótonation at the exo N atom
to give NH 3 and a nitride complex which is protona-
ted to NH 3 ; the metal of the hydrazido(2-) species is
also susceptible to protonation to afford an hydri-
do-hydrazido(2-) complex, e.g., [WHX 2

(NNH 2 )L 3 ]X [109], which, on protonation yields
ammonia and hydrazine.

— 3H+ /

H+H
McN-NH2 —^ NH 3 +N 2H4 + Mox

Complexes with other possible dinitrogen derived
intermediate moieties have also been isolated, al-
though with a more stable diphosphinic metal cen-
tre: the diazenido species of the type [MX(NNH)
(dppe) 2 ] (from deprotonation of the hydrazido(2-)
complex by base) [110] and complex [MoBr(NH)
(dppe) 2 ]+ with an imido ligand (representing an in-
termediate stage of protonation of nitride to NH 3 )
which was derived from an organohydrazido(2-)
precursor through an electrochemical 2e/2H+ pro-
cess [111] (see also reactions 26).
These systems, without an external reducing agent,
are not catalytic, but the possibility to regenerate
at the metal centre its N2 binding capacity
was demonstrated for Mo complexes. Hence, e.g.,
protonation of the hydrazido(2-) complex
[MoBr 2 (NNH 2 ) (PMe 2 Ph) 3 ], which was formed by
reaction of [Mo(N 2 ) 2 (PMe2 Ph)4 ] with HBr, leads,
as usually, to NH 3 and the Mo(III) complex
[MoBr 3 (thf) (PMe 2 Ph) 2 ] was isolated; reduction of

the latter by sodium amalgam in the presence of
phosphine and under N2 regenerates the parent bis-
dinitrogen complex [112], thus completing the N2

reduction cycle although in a discontinuous way.

(ii.2) Mechanisms of the protonation reactions

Based on stopped-flow spectrophotometric and
electronic spectroscopic studies and on product
analysis the following mechanisms have been pro-
posed for the initial steps of N2 protonation. They
are mentioned since they present important infor-
mation on the properties of the involved transition
metal centres.

— Direct electrophilic attack at ligating N2

The protonation of the monophosphinic complexes
cis-[M(N 2 ) 2 L4 ] (M = Mo or W; L = PMe 2 Ph) by
strong acids (HC1, HBr, H2SO4) in methanol occurs
by two successive direct proton attacks at the exo
N atom of a ligand N2 which is activated by the elec-
tron rich metal centre [113].
Dinitrogen evolution results from the oxidation of
the metal and the vacant coordination position
allows the strong net electron donor methoxide
anion to bind, giving the cationic complex
[M(N 2 H 2 ) (OMe)L 4 ]+. The neutral [M(N 2 H 2 )
(OMe) 2 L3 ] complex results from the coordination
of a second MeO - anion by replacement of a phos-
phine ligand which is removed as a phosphonium
species HL+ (equation 22).

N2
[M(N2)2L4]
  ^

 •` H.
 [M(y2)(N2)L4]  

2+	
^ [ M(N2 H2 )L41

 2+

MeOH -HL + McOH
EM(N 2H2 )(OMe)L4] + H+ ==t -- [M(N 2H2 )(OMe) 2L 31 + H+ (22)

The overall stoichiometry of the reaction is shown
by equation [23], one mole-equivalent of acid being
consumed per mole-equivalent of complex as shown
by spectrophotometric titration.

[M(N2 ) 2 L4 ] + W + 2MeOH —

[M(NNH 2 ) (OMe) 2 L 3 ] + N2 + HL+ (23)

The kinetics exhibit a first-order dependence on
complex concentration and a second-order depen-
dence on acid concentration, but they are indepen-
dent of the anion of the acid (which is strong in
McOH). The observed isotopic effect (k H/k D = 0.3)
is consistent with a mechanism which involves pro-
tolytic equilibria before the rate limiting step [113].

I H+

H+
M=NaNH

^, --^•, .

McN-NH2
H 

NH3

14.1414.14^	 _

1	

+	 Mox

NH3

(21)
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The reaction is faster for W than for Mo on account
of the higher basic character of the former which
is then more effective in the activation of N2 and
derived ligands to protonation.
The strong electron donor ability of the methoxide
ligands and the non-cationic character of the com-
plexes [M(N 2 H 2 ) (OMe) 2 L 3 ] favour the metal
ir-electron release to the hydrazido(2-) ligand which
may undergo further protonation to NH 3 .* In
agreement with these observations, complexes with
chelating diphosphine ligands [M(N 2 ) 2 (LL) 2 ]

[LL = Ph 2 PC2 H4 PPh 2 (dppe), Et 2 PC 2 H 4 PEt 2

(depe)], although undergoing ready protonation to
[M(N2 H 2 ) (OMe) (LL) 2 ]+, do not give NH 3 under
mild conditions. The chelating effect of the diphos-
phine prevents its replacement by a stronger net
electron donor anionic ligand, and the hydra-
zido(2-) species is not protonated.

Hence, the formation of ammonia requires the pre-

sence of a labile co-ligand (monophosphine), besi-
des the other N2 ligand, to allow the binding of a

strong electron donor anionic species with a promo-

ting effect on protonation.

— Direct electrophilic attack at the metal

centre

A distinct mechanism was proposed [114] for the
protonation reactions of the diphosphinic comple-
xes trans-[M(N 2 )2 (LL) 2 ] (LL = dppe, depe) by mi-
neral acids (HX=HCI, HBr, H 2 SO4 ). However,
solubility reasons precluded the use of McOH and
the studies were performed in thf, a solvent where
the acids HX are not strong.
The kinetics of the reactions showed a first-order
dependence on the concentration of complex whe-
reas the dependence on the concentration of acid
was a function of the nature of the acid: zero or first
order on [HC1]; second or third order on [HBr] and
third order on [H 2 SO4 ].
The data were interpreted by proposing the initial
rapid formation of an adduct between HX and the
complex followed by protonation of a ligating N2

by another molecule of acid prior to the rate-limi-
ting dissociation of N2 (equations (24) where
M = M(LL)2 ).

Another example of the strong methoxide activating power of
a N2 derived ligand towards protonation will be mentioned in
section 3.2.2.

HX	 ^	 —X (=C1 )
M(N 2 ) 2
	 M(N 2 ) 2 ' ---s+	 MH(N2) 2

HX
JP

HX

(N2 )M(NNH) +

MH2 C1 2

HX

✓✓✓ 

/^	 —N 2

^ (slow)
HX

(N2 )M(NNH2 ) 2+ 	(HX)M(NNH)+

—H+	

(b)

HXM(NNH2 ) 2+
	XM(NNH)

/HX

XM(NNH2 )
+

(24)

The postulated adduct may correspond to an outer-
-sphere association of the undissociated form of the
acid electrophile (HX) with the electron-rich metal
centre (the metal itself or a phosphorus atom); van
der Waals interactions may also play an important
role.
Although a direct spectroscopic evidence for the
adduct formation is lacking, it corresponds to the
best rationale of the available kinetic data.
Hence, e.g., the adduct is most extensively formed
with HC1 which is the weakest acid of this study and
the hydride complex [WH(N 2 )2 (dppe)2 ]' is formed
by fast intramolecular electrophilic attack of HX on
the metal within the edduct, following a zero order
dependence on [HC1] (route a of equations 24,
observed for low [HC1], not greater than twice the
complex concentration).
However, for higher [HCI] (greater than sixfold the
complex concentration), the N2 deactivating path-
way (a) is replaced by the N2 activating route (b),
where ligating dinitrogen undergoes protonation to
give the hydrazido(2-) complex, the kinetics follo-
wing a first-order dependence on [HC1].
The other acids studied (HBr and H2SO4) are stron-
ger than HCI, the adduct is formed less extensively
at a slower rate, and protonation proceeds through

(c) — N2

(slow)
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a 2nd-order dependence on [HX] according to path-
way (b) or a 3 rd-order dependence on [HX] through
route (c).
Hence, following an initial electrophilic attack of
the protic acid at the metal centre, these reactions
proceed through a further electrophilic attack at the
metal (N 2 deactivating pathway a, for a weak acid)
or further electrophilic attacks at a ligating dinitro-
gen (N 2 activating pathways b and c, for less undis-
sociated acids).
These protonation reactions are faster for W than
for Mo and for the depe ligand than for the dppe
analogues as a consequence of the greater basicity
of W and depe relative to Mo and dppe, respec-
tively.

3.2.2. FORMATION OF ORGANONITROGENATED
SPECIES

The formation of organonitrogenated species from
a dinitrogen ligand has already been documented
for the transition metal groups IV to VIIB.
However, group IVB transition metal systems
involve reactions whose mechanisms are not yet
known in detail and the metal centres have not been
characterized.
Hence, e.g., amines are formed in some Vol'pin
type systems and the reactions are suggested [98] to
proceed through an insertion of N2 into a Ti-C(aryl)
bond in mononuclear or dinuclear centres or
through a nucleophilic attack of carbanion at the
endo N of a N2 ligand — e.g., in the [TiC1 2 07 5 _

-C 5 H 5 ) 2 ] (or [Ti(i7 5 -C 5 H 5 )2 Ph 2 ])+PhLi system —
or through an insertion of N2 into a Ti-benzyne
bond of an intermediate [115] — in the thermolysis
of diphenyltitanocene.
Other examples, with possible involvement of inter-
mediate species with the M-N = N-MgCI (M = Ti
or V) moiety were already referred to (section
3.2.1.i).
An interesting reaction involving the dinuclear
group VB Ta and Nb dinitrogen complexes (where
the bridging N2 ligand is strongly activated by the
two high it electron release ability of the two metal
centres) and acetone to give dimethylketazine was
already mentioned (section 3.2.1.i) but the gene-
rality of this type of reaction has yet to be demons-
trated.
The behaviour of systems with transition metal VIB
and VIIB groups is known in more detail and they
may reflect opposing dinitrogen activating ways.

(i) Formation of exo nitrogen-carbon bonds

When N2 binds an electron rich Mo(0) or W(0) me-
tal centre (ML(LL) 2 ) (L = N 2 , NCPr', NCS - ;
LL = dppe, depe or phenyl substituted dppe), of the
type already mentioned, it may undergo attack by
an organo (alkyl, aryl or aroyl) halide (RX).
However, this reaction does not occur via a direct
electrophilic attack at the N2 ligand, but it involves
the previous oxidation of the metal centre.
If this centre presents a high electron donor co-li-
gand such as thiocyanate (P L = -0.88 V), its resul-
ting high reducing power leads to the reduction of
the organohalide through an outer-sphere electron
transfer reaction to afford a radical (R.) which at-
tacks the exo N atom of the dinitrogen ligand (reac-
tion 25a) leading to an organodiazenido species; the
kinetics are first order on both complex and RX
concentrations, and the reaction with Me1 is ca. 38
times faster than with Eti in agreement with a S N2

type mechanism [116].

L-M-NZ
	-L(N2, NCPr l )	

M-N 2

RX
[X-M=NNR2 ]X

(c)

However, the mechanism of the reaction is different
if the metal centre presents a lower reducing power
and a labile co-ligand such as N 2 (P L = - 0.1 V) or

NCPr'(P L = -0.6 V). Addition of the organohalide
to the unsaturated species (formed upon loss of the
labile ligand) is followed by homolytic cleavage of
the halogen-carbon bond to afford, through an in-
ner-sphere electron transfer process, a free radical
(R.) which attacks the exo N atom of the ligating
dinitrogen (reactions 25b) [116].

X-M-NNR (25)
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The diazenido product of these reactions, activated
by the metal centre, may undergo a secondary alky-
lation [117] through a direct electrophilic attack at
the exo N atom in a bimolecular reaction which is
promoted by the factors which enhance the electron
richness of the metal centre (increase of the electron
donor character of the substituents on the phospho-
rus atoms, and use of W instead of Mo central me-
tal). These factors also affect in the same way the
primary alkylation through the outer-sphere elec-
tron transfer pathway (reactions 25a) but they hin-
der the inner-sphere pathway (b) since the labile
ligand dissociation is hampered by an increase in the
ir-backbonding ability of the metal centre.
From the above considerations one may conclude,
however, that these reactions may occur only at a
metal centre with, at least, the following features in
a delicate balance: strong (route a) or considerable
(route h) electron release power for the organohali-
de to lead to the C-X bond cleavage with formation
of free or bonded X - , respectively; high ir-electron
donor capacity to ligating N2 which should stay
coordinated to the metal even after its oxidation by
reaction with the organohalide; coordinative unsa-
turation (for route b).

Hence, it is not surprising that these types of reac-
tions are unknown for group VIII transition metals
which present a high electronegativity. However, li-
gating N2 in the heavy group VIIB metal complex
[ReCl(N 2 ) (PMe2 Ph)4 ] (with a considerable electron
ir-releasing metal centre) may undergo acylation
and aroylation leading to [ReC1 2 (NNCOR)
(PMe2 Ph) 3 ] (R=alkyl or aryl) [118].
Treatment of the Mo and W organohydrazido(2-)
complexes with a reducing agent (such as NaBH4 in
methanol) leads to the formation of amines and
ammonia [119,120] but with destruction of the
N2 binding ability of the metal centre. However
the liberation of ligating organonitrogenated
species with regeneration of the nitrogen fixation
centre was already achieved by an electrochemical
route in the cyclic organohydrazido complex

[MoBrdNN-CH 2 (CH 2 ) 3 H 2 1 (dppe) 2 ]' which was
derived from double alkylation of N2 ligand by
1,5-dibromopentane (reactions 26) [121,122].
The electrochemical reduction at a Pt electrode of
this complex cation in thf confers on the metal cen-
tre such a high electron richness which promotes the
protonation of that ligand (to afford an organohy-

M(N2)2
2e ,N2 ^
^ -2x

MX
2

BrCH2 (CH2 ) 3 CH2 Br

^ 	 +
^	 \

e
BrM=NN 	)

\

2e,2H
\12e,-Br

2HX
H2N

^ N2  M=NN 	/
I^C

+
e 	 XM=N

xM=NMe+

)(MEN

MeI
HN
\ (26)

drazine) and the N2 binding ability with regenera-

tion of the parent bisdinitrogen complex, as shown
by the inner cycle of reactions 26.

Other amines may be formed according to the outer
cycle, via protonation of the neutral organohydrazi-
do(2-) complex. Cleavage of the N-N bond occurs in
a first step to afford piperidine, an imido and a ni-
tride species; the latter may undergo alkylation and
the resulting organoimido species is susceptible to
protonation, following a two electron electrochemi-
cal reduction, to give methylamine and the dihalide
complex which, on reduction under N2 i regenerates
the parent dinitrogen complex.
The fundamentals of these cycles, based on the pro-
motion of the ligand nucleophilic character upon
electrochemical reduction of the metal center, is cer-
tainly susceptible to extension to other systems with
different types of N2 derived ligands, and it will be
worthwhile to verify the generality of its application
to the catalytic synthesis of nitrogenated species
from dinitrogen ligand.
In contrast to the monophosphinic Mo and W com-
plexes which activate N2 towards reduction to NH 3 ,
the metal centres of the present cycles do not pre-
sent a labile phosphene to be displaced by a stronger
net electron donor ligand: the electron releasing
character of the centre is enhanced by electrochemi-
cal reduction. However, replacement of the halide
ligand by a stronger net electron donor species may
also be used for a similar purpose as shown in the
following example.
The imido complex trans-[M(NH)X(dppe) 2 ]+ pre-
pared in the sequence of the outer cycle (reactions

Rev. Port. Qurrn. , 26, 30 (1984)	 51



ARMANDO I.L. POMBEIRO

26), although unreactive in refluxing acidified me-
thanol, affords NH 3 (70% yield for M = Mo) in ba-
sic methanol. The mechanism of this basis catalysed
reaction was studied [123] by stopped-flow spectro-
photometry and is shown by the sequence (27]: the
imido ligand is deprotonated by the base (B) to
form a nitride which, due to its high trans effect, in-
duces the halide evolution and the ionic pair
N=M'X - is formed; binding of the strong electron
donor MeO - to the unsaturated centre promotes the
basicity of the nitride ligand which then undergoes
further protonation to NH 3 .

HN =MX + + B 	B...HN=Na
+ 
^ BH + + N EMX

NEM+ .X	
(27)

IMeOH

HN=M—OMe + 	NEM-0Me

(ii) Formation of endo nitrogen-carbon bond

When N2 binds a metal centre with a considerable
lower electron-richness than those mentioned in the
previous sections, the endo nitrogen atom may be-
come susceptible to undergo a nucleophilic attack
by a carbanion with formation of a N-C bond.
Although this type of attack has been postuláted
[98] in the formation of anilines from the reaction
of N2 with PhLi in the presence of some high valent
Ti(IV) species such as [TiC1 2 (,t5 -C 5 15) 2 ] or [Ti(,1 5-
-C5 H 5 )2 Ph 2 ], as mentioned in the previous section,
the only well documented [124] system involves
the dicarbonyl Mn(I) complex [Mn(71 5 -0 5 H 5 )

(CO)2(N2)]•
This complex presents E7, 2  and i.r. v(N 2 ) at high va-
lues (+ 1.2 V vs. s.c.e. and 2160 cm -1 , respectively)
in agreement with a relatively low electron-rich cha-
racter of the metal centre and a low ir-backbond
ability to N2 (the presence of the two strong it elec-
tron competitor CO co-ligands may well play a role
in this behaviour).
The diazenido ligand (in the unisolated intermedia-
te) derived from nucleophilic attack of carbanion
(from MeLi or Ph Li) at the endo N atom of ligating
N2 can undergo reaction with an electrophile (car-
bocation or protic acid) to afford an organodiazene
(reactions 28) which may be replaced by N2 (at 100

M N,	 R 
> M—N=N

R 

R+

(28)  

atm pressure) thus regenerating the initial dinitro-
gen complex although with a low cyclic yield.

[M=Mn(11 5 -05 H 5 ) (CO) 2 ]

3.2.3. ADDUCT FORMATION

The Lewis basic nature of dinitrogen when liga-
ting an electron-rich Mo(0), W(0) or Re(L) centre
accounts for the formation of dinitrogen bridged
di-and tri-nuclear complexes on reaction of
[M(N2 ) 2 L4 ] (M = Mo, W) with AlMe 3 (or AIEt 3 ) or
of trans-[ReCI(N 2 ) (PMe2 Ph)4 ] with a variety of re-
presentative or transition metal acceptor species
such as AlMe 3 , TiCI4 or derived from [CrC1 3 (thf)3 ]
and [MoCI4 L2 ] (L = thf or PPh 3 ).
Hence, e.g., the [Mo(NNAIEt 3 ) 2 (PMe2 Ph)4 ] [125]
and the [M(NNAIMe 3 ) (N2 ) (dppe) 2 ] (M = Mo
or W) [126] adducts are derived from reaction of
AlEt 3 and AIMe 3 , respectively, with the parent N2

complexes, whereas [1WX(PMe 2 Ph) 3 (Py) (µ3 -N2 )
(AIX2 )1 2 ] (where Py=pyridine) (see section 2.2.1.)
is derived from attack of AIX 3 /Py at cis-[W(N 2 ) 2

(PMe2 Ph) 4 1 (X=CI or Br) [41].

Moreover, the following Re(I) complexes [127] are
formed by reactions of trans-[ReCI(N 2 ) (PMe 2 Ph)4 ]
with the appropriate acceptor species: [TiC1 4 1(N 2 )
ReCI (PMe 2 Ph) 4 1 (thf)], [TiC1 4 ((N 2 ) ReCI
(PMe 2 Ph) 4 1 2 ], [MoCl 4 (OMe)1(N 2 ) ReCI
(PMe2 Ph)4 1] and [MoC14 [(N2 ) ReCI (PMe 2 Ph)4 1 2 ].

3.3. ACTIVATION OF ISOCYANIDES AND
THEIR APPLICATION AS PROBES IN
THE STUDY OF DINITROGEN BINDING
METAL CENTRES AND OF DINITRO-
GEN REACTIVITY

After studying the reactivity of N2 when activated
by a transition metal centre, the difficulties encoun-
tered in its activation justify a brief reference to the
attempts to apply other more reactive substrates of
nitrogenase as probes in the study of N2 binding
centres.
The isocyanides, organic species formulated as
C = NR, are isoelectronic with N2; they are also

RN=NR

N „
L M N—N R

R

52
	

Rev. Port. Quím., 26, 30 (1984)



PROPERTIES OF TRANSITION METAL CENTRES IN NITROGEN FIXATION

substrates of nitrogenase being reduced, as N2, with
complete cleavage of the unsaturated bond in an
overall process which requires 6 protons and 6 elec-
trons per molecule (reaction 29, although C2 and C3

hydrocarbons are also produced in lower yields).

C = NR 
6e - , 6H+ > CH4 + H2 NR (29)

When bound to a nitrogen fixation group VIB
Mo(0) or W(0) metal centre, with a high electron-
-richness, e.g., as in trans-[M(CNMe) 2 (dppe) 2 ],
isocyanides present, as a result of the extensive ir-
-backbonding, very low i.r. v(CN) values (much lo-
wer than in the free ligands, by ca. 300 -- 400 cm - ')
[64]; a high electron density is then localized at the
N atom (it may present a bent geometry) [128]
which becomes susceptible to undergo attack by
electrophilic agents (a Lewis acid such as A1Et 3

[129], protic acids [129,130] or alkylating agents
[1311) to give carbyne-type ligands (with a triple me-
tal-carbon bond) as in trans-[M(CNRMe) (CNMe)
(dppe) 2 ] . (reactions 30 where R' = H+, Me` or
Et+); the metal site may also undergo protonation
and hydrido-carbyne complexes, [MH(CNHMe)
(CNMe) (dppe) 2 ] 2+, are formed [132] in reactions
which are related to those followed by the analo-
gous dinitrogen complexes (equations 21).
If the metal centre presents labile monophosphines,
the isocyanide ligand may undergo a more extensive
protonation until complete cleavage of the unsatu-
rated bond (as it was observed in the related N2

complexes with monophosphines) to afford amine,
ammonia and hydrocarbon (reactions 31) [133].
The metal is also the reducing agent, the maxi-
mum yield corresponding to the consumption of
its six valence electrons as observed for
[W(CNMe) 3 (PMe 2 Ph) 3 ] [133].

In contrast, if the isocyanide binds a low electron-
-rich metal centre, such as of the abovementioned
Mn(I) type which activates N2 towards attack by a
nucleophile, the i.r. v(CN) may occur at higher va-
lues than those observed for the free ligand, and the
ligating isocyanide carbon is susceptible to attack by
a nucleophilic agent (see, e.g., reaction 32) [134].

[Mn(r^ 5-C
5

	+ C 6 F 5

(32)

^ [ Mn ( n 5 -0 5H4Me)(N0)(C0){C(C 6F 5 )=NMe}]

We may then propose that both isocyanide v(CN)
and dinitrogen v(NN) reflect the electron-richness
of the metal centre and the possibility of electrophi-
lic attack (at the /3 atom) for high electron-rich sites
or of attack by a nucleophile (at the a atom) for
metal centres with a much lower electron-rich cha-
racter:

	+ 	

	‘11
	 E

+ 6	 -6	 +6 -6
M-C - NR	 M-N - N

T_ 	
	Nu

Since isocyanides present a much easier coordina-
tion (they are better a-donors and ir-acceptors) than
N2, and a higher reactivity, it would be interesting
to extend the comparison between their electronic
and chemical properties to a variety of metal centres
in order to attempt the development of coordina-
tion and reactivity criteria for N2 on the basis of the
known behaviour of the isocyanides bound to the
common sites.

R+ 	H+
M-CNMe	 M-C-NRMe+ 	

	 M=C-NH 2Me+
4 — INORGANIC CLUSTERS AS STRUCTU-

(30)	 RAL MODELS FOR THE ENZYMATIC
CENTRE

	 M=C-NHMe 2+

H
(R+=H + )

H+

NH2 Me
' NH3 ,CH4 ,(C 2H4 C 2H6 ) + M" (31)^
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Following the consideration of the isocyanide
potential models for the N2 activating properties
of transition metal centres, let us illustrate the
attempts to develop structural models of the N2

binding enzymatic centre, which fall within a gene-
ral aim of bioinorganic chemistry: the proposal of
synthetic models for the metaloenzyme and metalo-
protein active centres.
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Nitrogenase is formed by two iron-sulphur proteins
and the presence of both of them is required for ca-
talytic activity.
The heavier protein, called component 1, has mole-
cular weight of ca. 220 000, 1 — 2 Mo atoms and 24-
-34 Fe atoms. whereas the smaller protein (compo-
nent 2) presents molecular weight of ca.60 000 and
4 Fe atoms (without Mo); in both proteins, iron is
associated with a similar amount of sulphur, concei-
vably forming [4Fe-4S] cubane type clusters (the
so-called P centres which have not yet been fully
characterized) [135].
It was possible the isolation [136], from component
1, of a Mo and Fe co-factor (FeMoco) (the so-called
M centre in the intact protein) with the Mo:Fe:S
stoichiometry of 1:6 — 8:4 — 6 (two of these centres
may be present in the Mo-Fe protein) and which
generates an active Mo-Fe protein when added to a
deffective form of nitrogenase (without Mo) produ-
ced by a mutant bacterium.
The Mo-Fe protein, in the resting state, presents an
EPR resonance [137] which is associated to six iron
atoms (as evidenced by Miissbauer studies [138]) in
a total electron spin S = 3/2 metal centre present in
the FeMoco.

95 Mo and 'H ENDOR (Electron Nuclear Double
Resonance) spectroscopic studies on the resting sta-
te of the Mo-Fe protein evidence (from the observed
hyperfine coupling to Mo) the presence of a single
Mo atom in the S = 3/2 centre (which is redox active
during the N2 reduction) and suggest (from the
magnitude of the 95 Mo hyperfine coupling) that this
Mo atom presents a pair oxidation state, possibly
tetrahedral Mo(II) or Mo(VI) [139].
XAS (X-ray Absorption Spectroscopy) and EXAFS
(Extended X-ray Absorption Fine Structure) studies
evidence that the numbers of Fe (3-4) and S(2-3)
atoms in the vicinity of Mo and their distances to
this atom in the co-factor are analogous to those
observed in the Mo-Fe protein (the Mo-S distances
are 2.35 and 2.36 Á in the co-factor and in the pro-
tein, respectively, whereas the Mo-Fe distances are
2.66 and 2.68 À , respectively) [140].
Based on these properties, a few Mo-Fe-S clusters
have been proposed as structural models for the
active site, namely these shown in fig. 6: the single
cubane MoFe 3 S4 with a cubic arrangement of the
metal and sulphur atoms, the double cubane (dimer
with two single cubane units linked by sulphur or

thiolate bridges) and the linear model where the me-
tal atoms follow a straight line [141]; other models
have been proposed such as the complex "string
bag" [ 142] arrangements which are composite clus-
ters of hepta (h-type) and nona (n-type) simpler
structures (with 7 and 9 atoms, respectively).
However, only recently it was demonstrated the ni-
trogen fixation ability of one of these clusters: the
reduced (5-) form of the double cubane [Mo-Fe] 3-

of fig. 6, prepared by controlled potential electroly-
sis of the latter at a Hg electrode (-1.3 V vs. s.c.e.) in
a protic solvent, McOH/thf or an aqueous alkaline
suspension [143].
The maximum yield was ca. 2NH 3 /complex in an
aqueous suspension during 4 days, although with a
low current efficiency (lower than 0.1%, defined by
the ratio between the charge which reduced N2 to

NH3 and the total charge which passed through the
cell) due to the high consumption in the protic
reduction to H2 .

S^

N	 .S., I 	- S -

Fe` S Mo`	 Fe,

(c)
Fig. 6

Structural model clusters for the enzymatic Mo centre of nitroge-

nase. (a) Single cubane MoFe3 S4 . (b) Linear FeS2 MoS2Fe

(c) Double cubane [Mo2Fe6S8 (SPh) 9J3- or [Mo-FeJ3-

The same reduced [Mo-Fe] 5- cluster also reduces
other substrates of nitrogenase such as methylisoc-
yanide [to CH 4 and other C2 and C3 hydrocarbons
and MeNH 2 , CO2 also being formed probably
through oxidation, by an oxidized form of the com-
plex, of HCOOH which is obtained by hydrolysis of
the isocyanide] [ 144], acetonitrile [to NH 3 + C2 H 6

and C 2 H4 ] and acetylene [which is stereoselectively
reduced to ethylene: cis-C 2 D2 H 2 is formed from
C 2 D2 ] [145].
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In these systems the role of the Mo centre is yet
unknown since the 3- and 4- reduced forms of the
Fe-S cluster (without Mo) [Fe,S 4 (SPh) 4 ] 2- , also ex-
hibit reducing activity.
Moreover, in the double cubane structure the Mo
atoms are coordinatively saturated and present thio-
late bridges which are resistent to displacement; the
substrate activation may then occur from coordina-
tion to iron. Hence, structures, e.g., of the single
cubane type, with an unsaturated Mo centre, may
become more favourable.
This type of structure (fig. 6a) has been prepared
[146] and authenticated by X-rays [147], the
Mo(III) centre presenting a quelating catecholate li-
gand and an unsaturated character [the sixth coor-
dination position is occupied by a labile solvent
(e.g., NCMe) ligand which undergoes ready replace-
ment by a variety of neutral (CO,PEt 3 ) and anionic
(CN- , OPh - , SR - ) species]. An electron spin S=3/2
is observed as in the resting FeMoco.
The solvated cluster undergoes a reversible single
electron electrochemical reduction, and the reduced
form adds CO to give a 1:1 adduct, and the low ob-
served i.r. v(CO) value (1810 cm -1 ) which is compa-
rable to that known for [Mo(N 2 ) (CO) (dppe) 2 ]
(1799 cm -1 ) suggests that the reduced single cubane
cluster species presents an electron u releasing po-
wer similar to that of [Mo(N 2 ) (dppe) 2 1! The study
of the interaction of this cluster with enzymatic
substrates is conceivably under progress but has not
yet been reported.

5 — FINAL COMMENTS

The topic of this work possibly initiated in 1965
with the accidental preparation of the first dinitro-
gen complex. Since then, important developments
on the search for N2 activating metal centres have
occured: catalytic conversion of the Vol'pin system
(Vol'pin 1968); development of aqueous systems
(Shilov, Schrauzer, 1970); conversion of N2 into or-
ganonitrogenated species and hydrides of nitrogen
in isolated complexes (Chatt, Leigh, Richards,
1972, 1975); the isolation of FeMoco (Shah 1977);
the electrochemical quantification of the electronic
properties of the metal centres (Pickett 1980); appli-
cation of Mo-Fe-S clusters as structural models for
the enzymatic metal centre; use of isocyanides as
coordination and reactivity models and as probes in
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the study of the activating properties of the metal
centres.
The third, fifth and seventh topics, which were
covered in this work, are those which have given
more information on the electronic properties of the
N2 activating centres: high electron-richness (E s),
high polarisability (0), high ir-backbonding capacity
and/or high a-acceptor character. The convenient
geometry and the coordinative unsaturation (due to
the lability of N2 and/or other ligands) are also fea-
tures of the involved metal centres and all these pro-
perties, in variable intensity, rationalize the stabili-
zation of unstable 7r-acceptors (such as organodia-
zenido and carbyne-type species), as well as the che-
mical reactivity: ready oxidation, addition and oxi-
dative addition reactions, involvement in catalysis,
susceptibility to electrophilic attack and activation
of 7r-acceptor ligands such as N2 and isocyanides.
The half-wave oxidation potential of the complex
and the i.r. stretching vibration associated to the tri-
ple bond of the unsaturated ligand reflect the type
of activation it úndergoes which promotes attack by
a nucleophile or, more usually, by an electrophile.
The reactions of N2 ligand with electrophiles invol-
ve a fundamental electron density transfer from the
metal centre to the electrophile through a direct way
[e.g., in alkylation and protonation reactions of di-
nitrogen at diphosphinic group VIB Mo(0) or W(0)
metal centres] or an indirect pathway, via dinitro-
gen [e.g., in the protonation reactions of ligating N2

at monophosphinic Mo(0) or W(0) complexes by
strong acids, and in the attack by Lewis acids].
The activation of N.2 towards electrophilic attack
depends concomitantly on the tendency to 7-back-
bonding donation of the metal centre and on its
available number of d electrons: transition metals
of the lower periodic groups have a high 7-electron
release ability but present a small number of d elec-
trons, whereas the metals in high periodic groups,
with a high number of d electrons, have a weak
ir-backbonding capacity. Fig. 5 can now be exten-
ded to the central groups, typically to Mo and W
group VIB transition metals, with a privileged loca-
lization which corresponds to a compromise bet-
ween those two tendencies, presenting the maxi-
mum known N2 activating power in mono-
nuclear complexes (fig. 7).
For the central transition metal groups (VIB and
VIIB) the activation of ligating N2 towards electro-
philes appears to increase down the group as eviden-
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Activation of N2 along the periodic groups. M-Transition metal

centre. M'-Transition or representative metal centre

ced by the higher rates of the protonation and alky-
lation (by an outer-sphere electron transfer mecha-
nism) reactions of N2 when bound to W rather than

. to Mo, e.g., in [M(N 2 ) 2 (dppe) 2 ] (the W centre
appears to display a higher basicity than the Mo one).
Moreover; when N2 binds a Re(I) centre, in
trans-[ReCI(N 2 ) (PMe 2 Ph) 4 ], it undergoes attack by
a Lewis acid, an acyl- and aroyl-halide, whereas
when bound to a lighter Mn(I) centre, in [Mn(77 5

--05 H 5 ) (CO) 2 (N2 )], it reacts with a nucleophile;
however, a direct comparison between the two tran-
sition metals is precluded by the different electronic
properties of their ligands.
However, N2 may also be activated towards reduc-
tion by transition metals of the extreme periodic
group in polynuclear complexes where the N2 acti-
vation results from the combined effect of two or
more metal centres with a possible promoting role
of cations of less electronegative non-transition
metal atoms (fig. 7).

In the reduction of N2 to NH 3 or to organonitroge-
nated species by group VIB metal centres, it is also
fundamental the enhancement of the electron relea-
sing ability of the binding centre through replace-
ment of a labile co-ligand by a stronger net electron

donor ligand or through an electrochemical reduc-
tive pathway.
The current knowledge on the rationalization of the
N2 binding metal centres is yet incipient but already
promising, namely on attempting to design N2 acti-
vating systems which may reduce, in mild condi-
tions, N2 to compounds with industrial or agricultu-
ral interest.

Received 21. February. 1984

A CNO WLEDGEMENTS

The author is indebted to Prof .1. Chatt, Dr. R.L. Richards, Dr.

G.J. Leigh and Dr. C.J. Pickett, of the Unit of Nitrogen Fixa-

tion, England, for helpful discussions, and to Prof. J.R. Fraústo

da Silva, who introduced him to the Nitrogen Fixation field, as well

as to JNICT (contract n' 216.80.56), INIC, the Calouste

Gulbenkian Foundation and the British Council for their partial

support.

REFERENCES

[1] J. CHATT, L.M.C. PINA, R.L. RICHARDS, eds., "New
Trends in the Chemistry of Nitrogen Fixation", Academic
Press, 1980 (Academia das Ciências de Lisboa; 1982).

[2] J.R. DILWORTH, R.L. RICHARDS, "Reactions of Dinitro-
gen Promoted by Transition Metal Compounds", in

"Comprehensive Organometallic Chemistry", G. Wilkin-
son, ed., Pergamon Press, 1982, Ch. 60, p. 1073.

56
	

Rev. Port. Quím., 26, 30 (1984)



PROPERTIES OF TRANSITION METAL CENTRES IN NITROGEN FIXATION

[3] J. CHATT, J.R. DILWORTH, R.L. RICHARDS, "Recent
Advances in the Chemistry of Nitrogen Fixation", Chem.

Rev., 76, 589 (1978).
[4] J. CHATT, R.L. RICHARDS, "The Reactions of Dinitrogen

in its Metal Complexes", J. Organometal. Chem., 239, 65
(1982).

[51 R.W.F. HARDY in "Nitrogen Fixation", vol. I, W.E.
Newton, W.E. Orme-Johnson, eds., University Park
Press, 1980, p. 3; V.P. Gutschick, ibid., p. 17.

[6] H. BORTELS, Archiv. Mikrobiol., 1, 333 (1930).

[ 71 W.A. BULEN, J.R. LECOMTE, Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci.

U.S.A., 56, 979 (1966).

[8] M.E. VOL'PIN, V.B. SHUR, Dokl. Akad, Nauk SSSR, 156,
1102 (1964).

[9] A.D. ALLEN, C.V. SENOFF, Chem. Comm., 621 (1965).
[ 10] H. HUBER, T.A. FORD, W. KOTZBUCHER, G.A. OZIN,

J. Amer. Chem. Soc., 98, 3176 (1976).
[11] W.E. KLOTZBUCHER, G.A. OzIN, J. Amer. Chem. Soc.,

95, 3790 (1973); G.A. OzIN, W.E. KLOTZBUCHER, ibid.,

97, 3965 (1975).
[12] J.K. BURDETT, M.A. GRAHAM, J.J. TURNER, J.C.S. Dal-

ton, 1620 (1972).
[13] J. CHATT, R.H. CRABTREE, J.R. DILWORTH, R.L. RI-

CHARDS, J.C.S. Dalton, 2358 (1974).
[ 14] A.J.L. POMBEIRO, R.L. RICHARDS, unpublished work;

A.J.L. POMBEIRO, P.B. HITCHCOK, R.L. RICHARDS,

Inorg. Chim. Acta, 76, L22 (1983).
[15] D. CRUZ-GARRITZ, H. TORRENS, J. LEAL, R.L. RICHARDS,

Trasition Met. Chem., 8, 127 (1983).
[ 16] M. ARESTA, A. SACCO, Gazzetta Chim. Ital., 102, 155

(1972).
[17] S.M. VINOGRADOVA, A.F. SHESTAKOV, Bull. Russ. Acad.,

7, 474 (1981).
[ 18] R. SANNER, D. DUGGAN, T.C. MCKENZIE, R. MARSH,

J. BERCAW, J. Amer Chem. Soc., 98, 8358 (1976).
[ 19] R. SANNER, I. MANRIQUEZ, R. MARSH, J. BERCAW,

J. Amer. Chem. Soc., 98, 8351 (1976).
[20] H.W. TURNER, J.D. FELLMANN, S.M. ROCKLAGE, R.R.

SCHROCK, J. Amer. Chem. Soc., 102, 7808 (1980).

[21] M.R. CHURCHILL, H.J. WASSERMAN, Inorg. Chem., 21,
218 (1982).

[22] See, e.g., T. UCHIDA, Y. UCHIDA, M. HIDAI, T. KODAMA,

Bull. Chem. Soc. Japan, 44, 2883 (1971); Acta Cryst.,

B31, 1197 (1975).
[23] See, e.g., B.R. DAVIS, J.A. IBERS, Inorg. Chem., 10,

578 (1971).

[24] C.A. GHILARDI, S. MIDOLLINI, C. SACCONI, P. STOPPIONI,

J. Organometal. Chem., 205, 193 (1981).
[25] F. BOTTOMLEY, S.C. NYBURG, Acta Cryst., 24B, 1289

(1968).
[26] R. FORDER, K. PROUST, Acta Cryst., B30, 2778 (1974).

[27] M.L. ZIEGLER, K. WEIDENHAMMER, H. ZIEGLER, R.S.
SKELL, W.A. HERRMANN, Angew. Chem. Int. Ed., 15,
695 (1976).

[28] J. CHATT, G.A. HEATH, R.L. RICHARDS, J.C.S. Dalton,

2074 (1974); G.A. HEATH, R. MASON, K.M. THOMAS,

unpublished results.
[29] W. LIEBELT, K. DEHNICKE, Z. Naturforsch, 34h, 7 (1979).
[30] B. DAVIS, N. PAYNE, J.A. IBERS, J. Amer. Chem. Soc.,

91, 1240 (1969).

[31] R. HOFFMAN, T. YOSHIDA, T. OKANO, S. OTSUKA, J.A.
IBERS, Inorg. Chem., 15, 2462 (1976).

[32] P.W. JOLLY, K. JONAS, C. KRUGER, Y.-N. TSAY, J. Orga-

nometal. Chem., 33, 109 (1971).
[33] K. JONAS, D.J. BRAUER, C. KRUGER, P.J. ROBERTS, Y.-H.

TSAY, J. Amer. Chem. Soc., 98, 74 (1976).
[34] R. HAMMER, H.-F. KLEIN, P. FRIEDRICH, G. HUTTNER,

Angew. Chem. Int. Ed., 16, 485 (1977).
[35] R. HAMMER, H.-F. KLEIN, U. SCHUBERT, A. FRANK,

G. HUTTNER, Angew. Chem. Int. Ed., 15, 612 (1976).
[36] B. CHAUDRET, J. DEVILLERS, R. POILBLANC, J.C.S. Chem.

Comm., 641 (1983).
[37] G.A. OzIN, A.V. VOET, Can. J. Chem., 51, 637 (1973).
[38] M.J.S. GYNANE, J. JEFFERY, M.F. LAPPERT, J.C.S. Chem.

Comm., 34 (1978); J. JEFFERY, M.F. LAPPERT, P.I. RILEY,

J. Organometal. Chem., 181, 25 (1979).
[39] C. KRUGER, Y.-H. TSAY, Angew. Chem. Int. Ed., 12,

998 (1983).
[40] G.P. PEZ, P. APGAR, R.K. CRISSEY, J. Amer. Chem. Soc.,

104, 482 (1982).
[41] T. TAKAHASHI, T. KODAMA, A. WATAKABE, Y. UCHIDA,

M. HIDAI, J. Amer. Chem. Soc., 105, 1680 (1983).
[42] B.P. STOICHEFF, Can. J. Phys., 82, 630 (1954).
[43] K. NAKAMoro,'"Infrared Spectra of Inorganic and Coor-

dination Compounds", John Wiley, New York, 1963.
[44] A.J.L. POMBEIRO, P.R. HITCHCOCK, R.L. RICHARDS,

Inorg. Chim. Acta, 76, L22 (1983).
[45] R.D. SANNER, D.M. DUGGAN, T.C. MCKENZIE, R.E.

MARSH, J.E. BERCAW, J. Amer. Chem. Soc., 98, 8358
(1976). ,

[46] J.M. ROBERTSON, J. Chem. Soc., 232 (1939).
[47] H.W. SCHROETTER, Naturwissenschaften, 54, 513 (1967).
[48] "Interatomic Distances", Chemical Society, London,

1958.
[49] J.R. DURIG, S.F. BUSH, E.E. MERCER, J. Chem. Phys.,

44, 4238 (1966).
[50] E.P. KUNDIG, M. MOSKOVITS, G.A. OzIN, Can. J. Chem.,

51, 2710 (1973); J.K. BURDETT, J.J. TURNER, J.C.S.

Chem. Comm., 885 (1971); M. MOSKOVirs, G.A. OzIN, J.

Chem. Phys., 58, 1251 (1973); H. HUBER, E.P. KUNDIG,
M. MOSKOVITS, G.A. OZIN, J. Amer. Chem. Soc., 95, 332
(1973); G.A. OzIN, M. MoSKOVtrs, P. KUNDIG, H. HUBER,

Can. J. Chem., 50, 2385 (1972); D.W. GREEN, J. THOMAS,

D.M. GRUEN, J. Chem. Phys., 58, 5453 (1973).
[51] G.M. BANCROFI-, M.J. MAYS, B.E. PRATER, F.P. STEFA-

NINI, J. Chem. Soc. (A), 2146 (1970).
[52] B. BELL, J. CHATT, G.J. LEIGH, Chem. Comm., 576

(1970).
[53] D.F. SHRIVER, Accounts Chem. Res., 3, 231 (1970).
[54] R.C. SPIKER, JR., L. ANDREWS, C. TRINDLE, J. Amer.

Chem. Soc., 94, 2401 (1972); V.E. AVDEEV, I.1. ZAKHA-

ROV, Yu. A. BORISOV, N.N. BULGAKQV, Izvest. Akad,

Nauk SSSR, Ser. Khim., 239 (English translation, p. 227)
(1976).

[55] K.C. PATIL, C. NESAMANI, V.R. PAI VERNEKER, Poly-
hedron, 1, 421 (1982).

[56] K.H. LINKE, R. TAUBERT, Z. Anorg. Allgem. Chem., 74,
383 (1971); K.H. LINKE, R. TAUBERT, T.H. KRUCK, ibid.,
1, 396 (1973).

Rev. Port. Quím., 26, 30 (1984)	 57



ARMANDO J.L. POMBEIRO

[57] D. TEVAULT, K. NAKAMOTO, !norg. Chem., 15, 1282

(1976); D. TEVAULT, D.P. STROMMEN, K. NAKAMOTO, J.

Amer. Chem. Soc. , 2997 (1977).

[58] M.W. ANKER, J. CHATT, G.J. LEIGH, A.G. WEDD,

J.C.S. Dalton, 2639 (1975); L.J. ARCHER, T.A. GEORGE,

M.E. NOBLE, J. Chem. Ed., 58, 727 (1981).

[59] J. CHATT, C.T. KAN, G.J. LEIGH, C.J. PICKETT, D.R.

STANLEY, J.C.S. Dalton, 2032 (1980).

[60] A.J.L. POMBEIRO, C.J. PICKETT, R.L. RICHARDS, J. Orga-

nometal. Chem., 224, 285 (1982).

[61] M.F.N.N. CARVALHO, A.J.L. POMBEIRO, O. ORAMA,

U. SCHUBERT, C.J. PICKETT, R.L. RICHARDS, J. Organo-

metal. Chem., 240, C18 (1982).

[62] A.J.L. POMBEIRO, Rev. Port. Quím., 21, 90 (1979).

[63] M. SATO, T. TATSUMI, T. KODAMA, M. HIDAI, T. UCHIDA,

Y. UCHIDA, J. Amer. Chem. Soc., 100, 4447 (1978).

[64] J. CHATT, C.M. ELSON, A.J.L. POMBEIRO, R.L. RI-

CHARDS, G.H.D. ROYSTON, J.C.S. Dalton, 165 (1978).

[65] J. CHATT, A.J.L. POMBEIRO, R.L. RICHARDS, J. Organo-

metal. Chem., 190, 297 (1980).

[66] M. HIDAI, K. TOMINARI, Y. UCHIDA, J. Amer. Chem.

Soc., 94, 110 (1972).

[67] A.J.L. POMBEIRO, C.J. PICKETT, R.L. RICHARDS, S.A.

SANGOKOYA, J. Organometal. Chem., 202, C15 (1980).

[68] A.D. ALLEN, E. BOTTOMLEY, R.O. HARRIS, V.P. REIN-

SALU, C.V. SENOFF, J. Amer. Chem. Soc., 89, 5595 (1967).

[69] T. TATSUMI, H. TOMINAGA, M. HIDAI, Y. UCHIDA, J.

Organometal. Chem., 199, 63 (1980).

[70] D.L. HUGHES, A.J.L. POMBEIRO, C.J. PICKETT, R.L. RI-

CHARDS, J. Organometal. Chem., 248, C26 (1983).

[71] C.T. KAN, P.B. HITCHCOCK, R.L. RICHARDS, J.C.S. Dal-

ton, 79 (1982).

[72] G.W. PARSHALL, J. Amer. Chem. Soc., 90, 149 (1968).

[73] F.G.N. CLOKE, K.P. Cox, M.L.H. GREEN, J. BASHKIN,

K. PROUT, J.C.S. Chem. Comm., 393 (1982).

[71] C.T. KAN, P.B. HITCHCOCK, R.L. RICHARDS, J.C.S. Dal-

ton, 79 (1982).

[72] G.W. PARSHALL, J. Amer. Chem. Soc., 90, 1669 (1968).

[73] F.G.N. CLOKE, K.P. Cox, M.L.H. GREEN, J. BASHKIN,

K. PROUT, J.C.S. Chem. Comm., 393 (1982).

[74] M.G. BRADLEY, D.A. ROBERTS, G.L. GEOFFROY, J. Amer.

Chem. Soc., 103, 379 (1981); D.R. ROBERTS, G.L. GEOF-

FROY, M.G. BRADLEY, J. Organometal. Chem., 198, C75

(1980).

[75] T. TATSUMI, H. TOMINAGA, M. HIDAI, Y. UCHIDA, J. Or-

ganometal. Chem., 215, 67 (1981).

[76] M.G. BRADLEY, B.R. HOFMANN, J.C.S. Chem. Comm.,

1180 (1982).

[77] L.J. ARCHER, T.A. GEORGE, J. Organometal. Chem., 54,

C25 (1973).

[78] J. CHATT, R.L. RICHARDS, J.R. SANDERS, J.E. FERGUS-

SON, Nature (London), 221, 551 (1969).

[79] J. CHATT, G.A. HEATH, R.L. RICHARDS, J.C.S. Dalton,

2079 (1974).

[80] J. CHATr, G.J. LEIGH, H. NEUKOMM, C.J. PICKETT, D.R.

STANLEY, ✓.C.S. Dalton, 121 (1980).

[81] A.J.L. POMBEIRO, "Preparation, Structure, Bonding and

Reactivity of Dinitrogen Complexes", Ch. 6 in "New

Trends in the Chemistry of Nitrogen Fixation", J. Chatt,

R.L. Richards, L.L.C. Pina, eds., Academic Press, 1980

(Academy of Sciences of Lisbon, 1982).

[82] F. PENNELLA, R.L. BANKS, J. Catalysis, 35, 73 (1974);

F. PENNELLA, Coordination Chem. Rev., 16, 51 (1975).

[83] F. PENNELLA, J. Organometal. Chem., 78, CIO (1974);

S. TYRLIK, ibid., 39, 371 (1972); A. YAMAMOTO, S. KITA-

ZUME, L.S. Pu, S. IKEDA, J. Amer. Chem. Soc., 93, 371

(1971).

[84] C.-P. LAU, B.-H. CHANG, R.H. GRUBBS, C.H. BRUBAKER,

J. Organometal. Chem., 214, 325 (1981).

[85] T. YOSHIDA, T. OKANO, K. SAITO, S. OTSUKA, Inorg.

Chim. Acta, 44, L135 (1980).

[86] V.S. LENENKO, A.G. KNIZHNIK, E.I. MYSOV, V.B.

SHUR, M.E. VOL'PIN, Dokl. Akad. Nauk SSSR, 255, 1131

(1980).

[87] (a) H.L.M. VAN GALL, F.G. MOERS, J.J. STEGGERDA, J.

Organometal. Chem., 65, C43 (1974); (b) See, e.g., C.

Masters, "Homogeneous Transition Metal Catalysis",

Chapman and Hall, 1981, p. 40.

[88] G. J. LEIGH, J.N. MURREL, W. BREMSER, W.G. PROCTOR,

Chem. Comm., 1616 (1970); P. FINN, W.L. JOLLY, !norg.

Chem., 11, 1434 (1972).

[89] G.J. LEIGH, R.H. MORRIS, C.J. PICKETT, D.R. STANLEY,

J. CHATT, J.C.S. Dalton, 800 (1981).

[90] A.E. SHILOV, "Comparison of Biological Nitrogen Fixa-

tion with its Chemical Analogues", Ch. 5 in "New Trends

in the Chemistry of Nitrogen Fixation", J. Chatt, R.L. Ri-

chards, L.M.C. Pina, eds., Academic Press, 1980 (Aca-

demy of Sciences of Lisbon, 1982); G.N. SCHRAUZER,

"Studies of the Mechanism of Biological Nitrogen Fixa-

tion with Functional Model Systems", Ch. 4, ibid.

[91] B.J. WEATHERS, J.M. GRATE, N.A. STRAMPACH, G.N.

SCHRAUZER, J. Amer. Chem. Soc., 101, 925 (1979).

[92] A.E. SHILOV, 5th Intern. Symp. Nitrogen Fixation, Noor-

dwijkerhout, Holland, 1983.

[93] J.M. MANRIQUEZ, D.M. MCALLISTER, E. ROSENBERG,

A.M. SHILLER, K.L. WILLIAMSON, S.I. CHAN, J.E. BER-

CAW, J. Amer. Chem. Soc., 100, 3078 (1978).

[94] S.M. ROCKLAGE, R.R. SCHROCK, J. Amer. Chem. Soc.,

104, 3077 (1982).

[95] YU. G. BORODKO, I.N. IVLEVA, L.M. KACHAPINA, S.I. SA-

LIENKO, A.K. SHILOVA, A.E. SHILGV, J.C.S. Chem.

Comm., 1178 (1972); Yu. G. BORODKO, I.M. IVLEVA, L.M.

KACHAPINA, E.F. KVASHINA, A.K. SHILOVA, A.E. SHILOV,

J.C.S. Chem. Comm., 169 (1973); I.N. IvLEVA, A.K. SHI-

LOVA; S.I. SALIENKO, YU. G. BORODKO, Dokl. Akad. Nauk

SSSR, 213, 116 (1973).

[96] P. SOBOTA, B.J.-TRZEBIATOWSKA, Coord, Chem. Rev.,

26, 71 (1978); P. SOBOTA, B.J.-TRZEBIATOWSKA, Z. JANAS,

J. Organometal. Chem., 118, 253 (1976).

[97] M.E. VOL'PIN, M.A. ILATOVSKAYA, L.V. KOSYAKOVA,

V.B. SHUR, Dokl. Akad. Nauk SSSR, 180, 103 (1968);

Chem. Comm., 1074 (1968).

[98] M.E. VOL'PIN, V.B. SHUR, "Fixation of Molecular Nitro-

gen in Aprotic Media", Ch. 3 in "New Trends in the Che-

mistry of Nitrogen Fixation ", J. Chatt, R.L. Richards,

L.M.C. Pina, eds., Academic Press, 1980 (Academy of

Sciences of Lisbon, 1982).

58	 Rev. Port. Quim., 26, 30 (1984)



PROPERTIES OF TRANSITION METAL CENTRES IN NITROGEN FIXATION

[99] Yu. G. BORODKO, M.O. BROITMAN, L.M. KACHAPINA,

A.E. SHILOV, L. Yu UKHIN, J.C.S. Chem. Comm., 1185
(1971).

[100] B.J.-TRZEBIATOWSKA, P. SOBOTA, J. Organometal.
Chem., 46, 339 (1972).

[101] T.A. BAZHENOVA, R.M. LOBKOVSKAYA, R.P. SHIBAEVA,

A.K. SHILOVA, A.E. SHILOV, M. GRYUZEL, ZH. LENI, B.

CHUBAR, Kinetika i Kataliz, 23, 246 (1982) (English trans-
lation, p. 210).

[102] Y. MIURA, A. YAMAMOTO, Chem. Letters, 937 (1978).

[103] K. JONAS, C. KROGER, Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. Engl., 19,
520 (1980).	 4

[104] J. CHATT, A.J. PEARMAN, R.L. RICHARDS, J.C.S. Dal-

ton, 1852 (1977).
[105] T. TAKAHASHI, Y. MIZOBE, M. SATO, Y. UCHIDA, M. HI-

DAI, J. Amer.' Chem. Soc., 101, 3405 (1979).

[106] H. NISHIHARA, T. MoRI, F. SAITO, Y. SASAKI, Chem.

Letters, 667 (1980).
[107) J. CHATT, A.J. PEARMAN, R.L. RICHARDS, J.C.S. Dal-

ton, 1766 (1978); J.CHATT, M.E. FAKLEY, I.R. HANSON,

D.L. HuGHtS, R.L. RICHARDS, J. Organometal. Chem„

170, C6 (1979).
[108] S.N. ANDERSON, M.E. FAKLEY, R.L. RICHARDS, J. CHATT,

J.C.S. Dalton, 1973 (1981).
[109] J. CHATT, M.E. FAKLEY, P.B. HITCHCOCK, R.L. RI-

CHARDS, N.T. LUONG-THI, D.L. HUGHES, J. Organome-
tal. Chem., 172, C55 (1979); T. TAKAHASHI, Y. MIZOBE,

M. SATO, Y. UCHIDA, M. HIDAI, J. Amer. Chem. Soc.,
102, 7461 (1980).

[110] J. CHATT, A.J. PEARMAN, R.L. RICHARDS, J.C.S. Dalton,

1520 (1976).
[111] W. HUSSAIN, G.J. LEIGH, C.J. PICKETT, J.C.S. Chem.

Comm., 747 (1982).
[112] R. DILWORTH, R.A. HENDERSON, G.J. LEIGH, C.J.

PICKEI-iTT, R.L. RICHARDS, in "Current Perspectives in Ni-

trogen Fixation", A.H. Gibson, W.E. Newton, eds., Aus-
tralian Academy of Sciences, 1981, p. 349.

[113] R.A. HENDERSON, J. Organometal. Chem., 208, C15

(1981).
[114] R.A. HENDERSON, J.C.S. Dalton, 917 (1982).

[115] E.G. BERKOVICH, V.B. SHUR, M.E. VOL'PIN, B. LORENZ,

S. RUMMEL, M. WAHREN, Chem. Ber., 113, 70 (1980).

[116] J. CHATT, R.A. HEAD, G.J. LEIGH, C.J. PICKETT, J.C.S.
Dalton, 1638 (1979); J.C.S. Chem. Comm., 299 (1977).

[117] J. CHATT, W. HUSSAIN, G.J. LEIGH, H. NEUKOMM, C.J.

PICKETT, D.A. RANKIN, J.C.S. Chem. Comm., 1024

(1980).
[118] J. CHATT, G.A. HEATH, N.E. HOOPER, G.J. LEIGH,

J. Organometal. Chem., 57, C67 (1973).
[119] P.C. BEVAN, J. CHATT, G.J. LEIGH, E.G. LEELAMANI,

J. Organometal. Chem., 139, C59 (1977).
[120] D.C. BUSBY, T.A. GEORGE, Inorg. Chim. Acta, 29,

L273 (1978); G.E. BOSSARD, D.C. BUSBY, M. CHANG,

T.A. GEORGE, S.D.A. IsKE, J. Amer. Chem. Soc., 102,
1001 (1980).

[121] C.J. PICKETT, G.J. LEIGH, J.C.S. Chem. Comm., 1033
(1981).

[122] W. HUSSAIN, G.J. LEIGH, C.J. PICKETT, EUCHEM

Conf. Intermediates and Mechanisms in Nitrogen Fixation
Processes, Brigton, 12 (1983).

Rev. Port. Quím., 26, 30 (1984)

[123] R.A. HENDERSON, J.C.S. Dalton, 51 (1983).
[124] D. SELLMANN, W.WEISS, Angew. Chem. Int. Ed., 16, 880

(1977); 17, 269 (1978).
[125] M. ARESTA, Gazz. Chim. Ital., 102, 781 (1972).
[126] J. CHATT, R.H. CRABTREE, E.A. JEFFERY, R.L. RI-

CHARDS, J.C.S. Dalton, 1167 (1973).
[127] J. CHATT, R.C. FAY, R.L. RICHARDS, J. Chem. Soc. (A),

702 (1971); M. MERCER, R.H. CRABTREE, R.L. RICHARDS,

J.C.S. Chem. Comm., 808 (1973); R. ROBSON, Inorg.

Chem., 13, 475 (1974); M. MERCER, J.C.S. Dalton, 1637
(1974); P.D. CRADWICK, J. CHATT, R.H. CRABTREE, R.L.
RICHARDS, J.C.S. Chem. Comm., 351 (1975).

[128) J. CHATT, A.J.L. POMBEIRO, R.L. RICHARDS, G. ROYS-

TON, K. MUIR, R. WALKER, J.C.S. Chem. Comm., 708
(1975).

[129] J. CHATT, A.J.L. POMBEIRO, R.L. RICHARDS, J.C.S. Dal-

ton, 492 (1980).
[130] A.J.L. POMBEIRO, R.L. RICHARDS, Transition Met.

Chem., 5, 55 (1980).
[131] J. CHATT, A.J.L. POMBEIRO, R.L. RICHARDS, J. Organo-

metal. Chem., 184, 357 (1980).
[132] J. CHATT, A.J.L. POMBEIRO, R.L. RICHARDS, J.C.S. Dal-

ton, 1585 (1979).
[133] A.J.L. PoMBEIRO, R.L. RICHARDS, Transition Met. Chem.,

5, 281 (1980).
[134] P.M. TREICHEL, Adv. Organometal. Chem., 11, 21 (1973);

P.M. TREICHEL, J.J. BENEDICT, R.W. HESS, J.P. STEN-

SON, Chem. Comm., 1627 (1970).
[135] See, e.g., A.J. THOMSON, R.N.F. THORNELEY, Chem. Bri-

tain, 176 (1982).
[136] U.K. SHAH, W.J. BRILL, Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U.S.A.,

74, 3249 (1977).
[137] J. Rawlings, V.K. SHAH, J.R. CHISNELL, W.J. BRILL, R.

ZIMMERMAN, E. MUNCK, W.H. ORME-JOHNSON, J. Biol.

Chem., 253, 1001 (1978).
[138] E. MUNCK, H. RHODES, W.H. ORME-JOHNSON, L.C.

DAVIS, W.J. BRILL, U.K. SHAH, Biochim. Biophys. Acta,

400, 32 (1975).
[139] B.M. HOFFMAN, J.H. ROBERTS, W.H. ORME-JOHNSON,

J. Amer. Chem. Soc., 104, 860 (1982).
[140] W.E. NEXTON, et al., eds., "Current Perspectives in Ni-

trogen Fixation", Australian Academy of Sciences, Cam-
berra, 1981, p. 30, p. 71.

[141] S.P. CRAMER, W.O. GILLUM, K.O. HODGSON, L.E. MOR-

TENSON, E.I. STIEFEL, J.R. CHISNELL, W.J. BRILL, U.K.
SHAH, J. Amer. Chem. Soc., 100, 3814 (1978); S.P. CRA-

MER, K.O. HODGSON, W.O. GILLUM, L.E. MORTENSON,

ibid., 100, 3398 (1978).
[142] Lu JIAXI, "Composite String Bag Cluster Model for the

Active Centre of Nitrogenase", in "Nitrogen Fixation",
Vol. I, W.H. Newton, W.H. Orme-Johnson, eds., Univer-
sity Park Press, 1980, p. 343.

[143] K. TANAKA, Y. Hozunl, T. TANAKA, Chem. Letters, 1203
(1982).

[14.4] K. TANAKA, Y. IMASAKA, M. TANAKA, T. TANAKA, M.

HoNjo, T. TANAKA, J. Amer. Chem. Soc., 104, 4258
(1982).

[145] K. TANAKA, M. TANAKA, T. TANAKA, Chem. Letters,
895 (1981).

59



ARMANDO J.L. POMBEIRO

(146) W.H. ARMSTRONG, P.K. MASCHARAK, R.H. HOLM, Inorg.

Chem., 21, 1700 (1982).

[147] P.K. MASCHARAK, W.H. ARMSTRONG, Y. MIZOBE, R.H.

HOLM, J. Amer. Chem. Soc., 105, 475 (1983).

RESUMO
O presente trabalho constitui uma tentativa de caracterização

dos centros de metais de transição com capacidade coordenadora

de diazoto e uma reflexão sobre o modo como se manifestam as

suas propriedades na activação desta espécie. Embora existam

publicados vários artigos recentes de revisão sobre complexos de

diazoto 11-41 não foi ainda nenhum elaborado sob esta perspec-

tiva, pelo que o trabalho complementa, deste modo, assuntos

tratados, necessariamente com mais pormenor. nesses artigos.

Após um breve introdução à importância e actualidade da fixa-

ção de azoto, descreve-se a constituição dos centros de metais de

transição coordenadores de diazoto, procede-se à sua caracteri-

zação estrutural e são apresentadas as suas propriedades electró-

nicas (riqueza electrónica, capacidade aceitadora a e retrodoa-

dora ir, polarizabilidade) fundamentais àquela coordenação e é

discutida a sua dependência em relação ao grupo periódico do

metal central e ao efeito de co-ligandos.

Descreve-se em seguida o comportamento químico destes cen-

tros, em geral determinado por factores electrónicos e estruturais

(nomeadamente o carácter insaturado derivado da labilidade do

ligando diazoto), após o que são tratadas as formas de activação

de N2 por coordenação, em complexos poli-ou mono-nucleares.

É analisada a dependência desta activação em relação ao grupo

periódico do metal de transição e à presença de iões de metais

representativos de baixa electronegatividade.

É ainda proposto o uso de isonitrilos como modelos potenciais

de coordenação e reactividade do diazoto e apresentados mode-

los estruturais e de reactividade do centro enzimático fixador

de azoto.
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provas de agregação realizadas em 21-22 de Dezembro de 1984
no Instituto Superior Técnico.
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